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¥ Foundation 65

er could have predicted where we—Foundation 65, the
would be today. COVID-19 upended the 2019-20 school
ely. The murders of George Floyd and others raised our
ommitment to educational equity in the pursuit of justice.

is past year has been not only a chance for us to sharpen our
y through literacy and the arts within District 65, but it also has
sources, talents, and hard work in order to meet the urgent needs of
ent and intersecting crises.

ard member Dr. Keith Robinson, who ended his tenure with Foundation
tremely thankful for Dr. Robinson'’s leadership and all he did to strengthen

imes, we strongly believe that together we can build a more equitable
[timately leads to a different future for all our children. The past school year
e current one has already proven to be profoundly different. At Foundation 65,
ork with District 65 and community partners to overcome hardship and create new
we eventually return to “normal,” the new normal is grounded in the commitment
y one of our children can thrive.

* believe in public education and the promises it holds, and we can most certainly
o move closer to the ideals for which we strive. Thank you for your continued support,
and belief in our public education system and what it can provide for all of its students.

Julie Cutter Alecia Wartowski
Board President Executive Director



Where We Reside

In 2019, we premiered our Foundation 65 video, Where We Reside. This anthem to District 65's students
showcases four incredible Foundation 65-funded programs and some amazing students. This video
was premiered at our My65 Benefit and serves as a tribute to public education, the Evanston community,
and the children for whom we work every day. The following is an excerpt from that script, graciously
created by Chuck Carra and the ETHS Slam Team for Foundation 65.

Where we reside
We speak love fluently

For you
For |
For Evanston pride

In free will, we reside

With a devotion to turn commotion into songs in the key of life
storms into a downpour of poems
Showing our might and our wisdom

Finding the rhythm of heartbeats and riding it when we speak, read, and write
We compel letters to words, words to sentences, sentences to ideas, ideas

We help those in need
Because we all need help

Youth are the foundation
The pillars of the real social network
weaving a cultural fabric of all life's colors

Young sisters, young brothers
All identities, each other

Rise against systems that keep us below
Ready to grow, to learn,

to glow, to earn

To show concern and self worth

Put our neighborhood on the map of the earth

For you

For |

For Evanston pride
In free will, we reside

To view this video, p.




COVID-19 Response

arch 13, 2020, our world changed forever as our children entered the last day of school in our
t 65 buildings with a return date unknown. The COVID-19 pandemic forced students to begin
earning, and Foundation 65 knew it needed to step up in new and creative ways. After deliberate
on with District 65 and our partners, we developed a response to get resources into the hands
amilies, and educators when they needed it most.

action and Distribution

2rogram looked different this year. Instead of a spring book selection day for
books for rising 2nd graders, those educators chose a packet of six books
er the summer to keep them engaged in reading.

every child receiving free or reduced lunch to choose their own books

- —
May 22 - Q
- got afew new books to add to her collection... thanks to District 65, Foundation 65 and Young
Black and Lit!!! Young, Black & Lit. ,
% 1] - N 3 . y
x

books distributed




Honor a Teacher

This year’s Honor a Teacher took on new meaning as our educators pivoted from in-person instruction
to a new normal of remote teaching within days. As families began to support their children in remote
learning, there was a newfound reverence and appreciation for the ways in which teachers change
lives every day. Our Honor a Teacher program allowed us to send out more than 100 thank you notes to
educators throughout the District.

“Best gift ever!
Thankyou.”  UNEEEEEY “Thanks so much!l!l!

Paula Maldonado Jasmine Sebaggala
Walker Elementary School Willard Elementary School

WORLD'S BEST
QUARAN-
. TEACHER!

IME.
THANK YOV FOR DOING YOUR BEST ATUTJ;ZS' T.
WE APPRECIATE ALL THAT YO h

»

“Wow! Thanks for sending “Wow, this made my day!
this, it made my day--week-- Thank you for all you and
quarantine Foundation6s do to enrich the

lives of students!”

Ms. Berger Christine Vasilj
Chute Middle School Haven Middle School




Grants Overview

Foundation 65 supports educator-led initiatives focused on literacy
and the arts as we strive for educational equity. We work with District
65 and community partners to identify ways our grant making can
have impact supporting educator innovation.

Strategic Impact Grants

These grants have been created to support District-level priorities
and pilot innovation as it evolves into long-term change. Each year,
we partner closely with District leadership to identify needs and
opportunities so that the District can accelerate learning, especially
for its most marginalized students.

2019-2020 was the fourth and final year of support for the REACH
grant. This grant, created to build the skills of our K-3 educators
to increase their effectiveness in teaching children to read, has had
significant impacts. In the final year of this grant, the REACH literacy
coach was able to have profound influence during the pandemic by
creating instructional pathways, resources, and professional learning
supports for teachers in a remote environment. Educators received
the coaching they needed to make change, from implementing the
new phonics curriculum to using data to help students building new
literacy skills.

Engagement Grants
Engagement grants allow educators to grow ideas within and across
the District.

As we wrapped up the 2019-2020 school year in a remote
environment, educators at Washington Elementary School knew that
they needed more for their students if those students were going to
have the literacy skills they needed to move forward. Washington
educators worked to get additional books into the hands of their
students through creating book bags that were distributed during
food pick up. They also created an academic mentoring program for
the summer in a remote learning environment. Nineteen students
were able to continue work with trusted teachers and gained a much
needed bridge from spring to summer to this fall.



Grants Overview

Responsive Grants
Our Responsive Grant process has always allowed educator
innovation to shine.

We funded a record 15 Responsive Grants this year across 14 different
schools in District 65. Educators shared stories of the resources they
provided to families, like Send Home Centers to build stamina and
self-directed play. They supported children with disabilities with
a drama class collaboration with typically developing children and
children on the autism spectrum. They empowered children to
express themselves through working with local artists like Verzell
James. These programs are models for the future, and they will
continue to shine in the coming year.

Spotlight:
Latinx Kindergarten Literacy

In 2019, Washington Elementary TWI (Two-Way Immersion)
teachers launched a series of workshops to support native Spanish
speaking families in fostering literacy skills for their Kindergarten
and 1st grade students. Invitations were focused on students who
scored at or below the 25th percentile in reading in the fall of 2019.
Educators aspired to establish a trusting and fruitful relationship
with the families of this group of students and provide them with the
tools and knowledge to be able to support the academic needs of
their children at home. Because of this program, educators believe
that parents and guardians of kindergarten and first grade students
have more tools to help their children develop strong literacy skills.
In addition, new Washington Latinx families perceive their school as
a welcoming place that cares about them as well as the success of
their children.
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Spotlight:
Black Girl Magic Book Club

During the fall of 2019, the Black Girl Magic Book Club was piloted
at Walker Elementary School. Created and led by District 65 alumni
and educators Jenevieve Arceneaux and Jennifer Tertulien, the club
aspires to affirm, empower and humanize Black girls in District 65
schools. District 65 educator Pat Anderson joined as a co-facilitator
to build capacity and expand to other schools.

This book club used the guiding principles of the Black Lives Matter
movement to connect to themes presented in the 14 books that the
students read. Participants were encouraged to reflect on their
own stories to help build positive self-esteem, self-image, and self-
worth. The students were 3rd-5th graders and represented diverse
racial and gender identities. Black girls could see themselves in the
literature, and children of other identities could look through different
windows to help understand experiences and perspectives unlike
their own. At the culmination of the program, participants created
a Magic Mirror Mural with pictures, symbols, words, and artifacts to
reflect their identity development throughout this book club.

This club sits in a moment when our country increasingly realizes
the need to combat anti-Blackness and to humanize Black girls and
women. By allowing this multi-racial and multi-gendered group of
young people to learn with one another, all children are left with an
increased ability to have courageous conversations with one another,
a confidence in who they are, and a thirst to learn more about Black
girls and women.

With the success, interest, and urgency of this work, Foundation 65
is proud to support a significant expansion of the program for the
2020-2021 academic year. The Black Girl Magic Book Club will serve
students at Walker, Oakton, and Lincolnwood in 2020-2021. The
co-founders are also spearheading the creation of a Black Boy Joy
Book Club at Lincolnwood. This group will be led by Black men in
the community as there are no Black male educators at Lincolnwood.

“I'was sad to see that Black girls in our schools, like me at their age in

District 63, still struggled with finding representation within literature.

When we concluded this spring, with the help of a Foundation 63 grant,
students read 14 books with Black girls as the main character.”

- Jennifer Tertulien, Black Girl Magic Book Club co-creator and Lincolnwood Teacher



Spotlight:
Concerning Foster

Mudlark Theater partnered with 12 community members who are
alumni of Foster School and King Lab, District 65 students, the
Shorefront Legacy Center, Art of Evolution Theatre, and Fleetwood-
Jourdain Theatre, to create and produce an original play about
desegregation in Evanston schools and the closing of Foster School.
Told through the eyes of District 65 youth of the past and the present,
the 2020 premiere of the play, Concerning Foster, was performed
for a plethora of District 65 students and community members.
Concerning Foster was written by Kenya Ann Hall and Dru Smith,
and directed by Sonita L. Surratt and Dru Smith.

Foundation 65's grant supported a pre- and post-show discussion
about the play for Kingsley’s 4th and 5th grade students. The pre-show
workshops reinforced the students’ classroom learning about the civil
rights movement as it relates to school desegregation. Each class
participated in discussions about Brown v. Board of Education, as well
as the history of District 65's decision to desegregate. The students
also learned of the existence of Foster School and its importance
and relevance to Evanston's African American community, past and
present. The post-show workshops allowed students to share their
reactions to the play and ask questions of the play’s creators. They
also played theater games and devised small group skits to express
their reactions to the play and its content.

At the final performance of Concerning Foster's 12-show, sold-
out run, an African American elder rose from her seat to share her
reaction with the cast and fellow audience members during the post-
show talk back. “I have waited decades for this story to be told..
Thank you,” she said. Her reaction is indicative of the need to center
the narrative of historically marginalized communities. This project
ensured that more than 140 current District 65 students learned this
part of Evanston’s history.

Written by Daisy Copeland

“Concerning Foster told the story of Foster School that nat many
Evanstonians know. It showed how decade’s old decisions nat only changed
the landscape of the Black community, but also how those decisions are still

impacting and informing the structure of Evanston schools today.”

- Tasha Triplett, Kingsley Books & Breakfast Director; Kingsley parent




Spotlight: Learn-a-Bration

Bessie Rhodes celebrated Black History Month this year through
their month-long “Learn-a-Bration” program, which included a
kick off assembly highlighting the history of hip-hop and artists in
residence who worked with students throughout the month. Bessie
Rhodes students dug deeply into their literacy and arts learnings,
celebrating and elevating the achievements and teachings of Black
and Latinx artists.

Many of the students took to having some autonomy with the free
style of dance for the performance and collaborated during their free
time and lunch periods to ensure they had it just right.

Students learned the history of music, the message behind the
music, and how the movements were related to telling a story about
an African village.

The students also engaged in music theory and sound engineering
classes and experienced a new-found interest in composing beats
and layering sounds they thought would never have paired together.

Composers were birthed through the experience. One of them
was featured in the final performance. His sounds captivated the
audience. This was a very proud moment for the student to know all
his hard work paid off.

Learn-a-Bration's impact will continue in 2020-2021 as its creators,
Sha-Rita Alexander and Tracy Hubbard, use Foundation 65's support
to further increase this year’s impact.

“Ihis year's Learn-a-Bration was an outstanding success! The
students and parents who attended the event had an enjoyable and
an educational experience. We were extremely fortunate to have bath
Dr. Gilo Logan leading an 8th grade drum circle, as well as DJ Marcus
Prince teaching our 6th graders about the history of hip hop. They joined
our classes weekly throughout the month of February and for the final
performance. Their expertise and enthusiasm made the event so special

for all of the students, staff and parents involved.”
- Bessie Rhodes educator



Principal’s Circle

Our Principal’s Circle is composed of donors who have made an investment in supporting public education
by making a gift of $1,000 or more within the fiscal year 2019-2020. These donors have allowed us the
nimbleness and flexibility to respond in times of crisis and for that we are forever grateful.

$50,000 +
Cless Family Foundation
Lewis-Sebring Family Foundation

$30,000 +
Northwestern University

$20,000 +
Walter Carlson & Debora de Hoyos
Steans Family Foundation

$10,000 +

Sarah Darnton & Chris Feigen
Paul & Mary Finnegan

Robert M. McCormick Foundation
lan & Sheau-ming Ross

Meg & Rick Slayton

$5,000 +

Alan & Jessica Littman
William & Eleanor Revelle
Rubens Family Foundation
Jennifer & Steve Zehr

$2,500 +

Byline Bank

Julie & David Cutter
Andrea Ford & Paul Friedman
Franczek Radelet P.C.

The Mabadi Group

Mita & Anubhav Goel

Cathy & Nitin Jain

Sonia & Rajeev Kinra

Saralyn Sacks & Michael Klearman
Alison Shapiro & Scott Stoolmaker
Sidley Austin LLP

Six Degrees Consulting

$1,000 +

Anonymous (1)

Carrie & Rob Andalman
ARCON Associates, Inc
Frank & Kim Barbaro

Pete & Margaret Bavis
David & Ellie Bowen

Larry & Chaneice Brown
Michael & Maureen Browne
Daniel & Candance Chow
Clerestory Consulting

Lee Clifford

Kalen & Ranjan Daniels
Bill & Kirsten Darnton

Jay & Kim Dietz

Elizabeth Beidler Tisdahl Foundation
Evan & Carl Finamore
Evanston Subaru in Skokie
Francis Beidler Foundation
Glantz Design

Samantha & David Gordon
Hagerty Consulting

Bill & Eileen Halperin

Barb Hiller

Tricia Hough

Kathy & Patrick Hughes

Jet Events/Sun & Wine Racing, LLC

Jon Kimmel Memorial Fund

Dan & Suzanne Kanter

Tilden Katz & Kathy Baker

The Kellcie Fund

Diane & James Lequar

Michael & Victoria Mertz

PNC Financial Services Group
Adam & Melinda Prawer-Stock
Dorina & Kristofer Rasmussen
Keith & Sharon Robinson
Brent & Michelle Rogers
Rotary International

Kathy Ryan & Rocky Clancy
Schreiber Branning Weiss Real Estate
Scribes, Inc

Joe & Ann Settimi

Linda Shusterman & Barry Dolins
Elaine & Eric Smith

Bill & Ingrid Stafford

Moira & Scott Stein

Matt & Susan Struve

The Next Level Planning Group
Elizabeth Tisdahl

rt from July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020. This list does

"



Donors

$500 +

1620 Central

Aim & Ailie, Inc

Albion Residential

Patty & Mark Barbato

Paul Brourman

Michael & Jill Corr

Lesli & David Dahlberg

Katie & Nick Gillies

Sarah Gordon

Kurt & Chandra Hammond

Lisa Henkemeyer & Max Shure

John & Jennifer Karter

Brian & Aimee King

Rachel & Peter Lewis

Dan & Lynne Mapes-Riordan

Beth & Richard McDonald

Michael D. Schnur & Janice Liten
Charitable Fund

Nature's Perspective Landscaping

Ozinga

Ray Parmer & Moira Harding

Chris & Jennifer Reddick

Tony & Jane Rothschild

Morton & Mimi Schapiro

Isabel & Andrew Schultz

Diana & Craig Sheehan

Shops at Sherman Plaza

David Studenmund & Joan Habinek

The Brown Team

Michael & Lene Thomas

The Thomas Team

Wintrust Financial Corporation

In Honor Of:

$250 +

Jennifer Allen

Anonymous (4)

Stacy Beardsley & Karla Thomas

Berglund Animal Hospital

Dr. Stamata Blanas - North Shore
Dental Associates

Booked

Bramer Animal Hospital

Debbie & Bob Burns

Cheryl Rohlfs & Associates

Peter & Stephanie Clemson

Michael & Elaine Darer

Julianne & Mark Dieterich

Sherri & Edward Donovan

Dan & Nancy Engel

Evanston SPACE

Brett & Jennifer Felten

Fleetwood + Miceli Jameson
Sotheby'’s

Galileo Summer Camps

Edwin Getz

Andrew & Jill Gluck

Keith & Laura Glantz

David & Elizabeth Graham

Rabbi Lisa Greene

Steve Hagerty & Lisa Altenbernd

Lynn & Katie Hammond

Brian Hanson & Karen Alter-Hanson

Erin Harris

Beth & David Hart

Joshua Hauser

Doug & Linda Honnold

Rick & Carol Humphrey

Kay Israelite

Generously Donated By:

Jakubco Richards & Jakubco PC
Lise & Tomohisa Jinno

John & Margaret Sagan Foundation
John J. Cahill, Inc

Jill & Andy Kidd

Carol & Stephen Kimmel
Thomas Klitzkie & Barbara Schwartz
Susan & Mike Kuhn

Craig & April Likhite

Rebecca & Elisabeth Lindsay-Ryan
Chad & Leslie Luning

Marc Zarefsky, LLC

Jay Marling & Sunith Kartha
Passionhouse Coffee

Music Institute of Chicago

Scott & Terri Nelson

Matt Pakula & Angela Blaising
Jane Pence

PFCU Credit Union

Quinlan Fabish Music Co.

Erin & Patrick Rams

Right at School

Steve Roth & Jody Schuster
John & Betsy Sagan

John Seymour & Adele Rapport
The Pinnacle Team

Valli Produce

Julian Vickers & Isabel Machado
Smriti Wagle

Craig & Linda Walker

Alecia & David Wartowski
Randy & Emily Wexler

Eric & Cynthia Witherspoon
Marissa & Garrett Woodward

WE ARE
ALL PEOPLE

USE YOUR VOICE

IN SUPPORT
OF OTHERS

Speak Up



Donors

$100 +

Michael Allen

Allan Alson & Sue Ann Glaser
Chris & Joyce Anderson
Anonymous (9)

Laura & Joseph Antolin

Jenny & Kevin Ball

Dietmar Baum & Susan Philips
Elena Garfield

Jack Block & Missy Fleming
Frank Tu & Amy Bohnert Tu
Al & Lin-Wei Bonney

Joel Brown & Julie Strauss
Jeanine & Carl Brownell
Laura Camargo

Sara Carlson

Adam & Rachel Chiss

Rob & Emily Clarke

Jim & Leslie Cousineau

Mary & Dan Cox

Hernan Dela Torre & Alicia Salinas
Esther DelLuca

Dana Dodzik

Anne & Larry Donoghue
James & Nicole Druckman
Sally Dumas

Susanne & Jonathan Dunmore
Christyne & Jim Dzwierzynski
Claire Empfield

Jerry & Ellen Esrick

Hayes Ferguson

Mike Fink

Jennifer Fogle

Dori Fujii

Larry & Mary Gavin

Chris Gibbons

Steve & Anne Gilford

John & Bethany Goodman
Simon Greenwold & Jennifer Lewin
Anna Guillemin & Patrick Fortmann
Joseph Hailpern & Inbal Fraiman
Scott Hurwitz & Kelly Austin
Heather Ingraham

Jessica Isaac

Simone Ispa-Landa

Mara Jauntirans

Tiffany & Edward Joo

Lori & Gary Kash

Larry & Kelli Kaul

Sophie & Ethan Kaulas

Ali Keshavarzian

Laura Kier

Yolanda Kim

Chad & Colby Kingsbury
David & Julie Levine

Joanna Lingnau

Christy & Richard Lundy
Michaela Marchi

Chuck Marcotte & Joan Slavin
Cory & Nancy Marshall

Dan & Susan Maslauski

John & Jane McCarthy
Jennifer McComb

Judy McLachlin

Meade Means

Sheila Merry

Julie & Nate Merseth Cook
Tom Mustoe & Katie Stallcup
Sarah Ahim

Kate Noble

Meagan Novara

Connie Obrochta

Margaret OGrady

Thank You!

Gini Ohlson

Tom & Cathy Omundson
Stuart & Sarah Opdycke
Daniel & Trina Orbach
James Ossyra & Carol Remen
Bob &Patty Reece

Douglas Reifler

Cynthia Rivera

Edward & Lavada Robinson
Jessica & Doug Rosenbaum
Judith & David Saunders
Judy & David Schiffman
Michael & Debbie Sear

Terri Shepard

George & Lynn Simon
Karen Smilowitz

Colleen Smith

Jennifer Sobiesk & Colin Wexler
Donna Sokolowski

Chuck & Renate Staley

Ann Stevens

Gail & Ted Struve

Esther Terrier

James & Sue Thompson
Sarah Thomson

Alice Tybout

Jim & Joyce Van Overmeiren
Kim & Bart Vander Velde
Timothy & Jacqueline Verrilli
Steve & Leslie Warner
Bernice Weissbourd
Raymond & Mary Anne Wexler
Scott & Amy Weyman

Brad & Carol White

Jodi Wickersheimer

Kaidi Zhao & Ge Peng




Donors

Up to $99

Luke & Nicki Adams
Anonymous (9)

Kelly Baldrate

Mollie Bass & Ben Swartzendruber
Skip & Holly Benz

Trisha Binkley

David & Carlyn Bond

Aaron & Robin Brown
Rebecca Cacayuran

Greg & Vanessa Calloway
Jean Celerin

Tiffany & David Chan

Judy Chiss

Jeanne Cleveland

Kingsley Day

Sheran Fiedler

Mark & Kathy Fisher

Elissa Foster

Tamar & Elliot Frolichstein-Appel
Coley Gallagher & Brian Heckler
Genevra Gallo-Bayiates
Dorothy Grossman

Thomas & Maureen Hanrahan
Jennifer Jackson

Elizabeth & Deane Johnson
Mary Keen

Keith & Valerie Kretchmer
Sarah & lan Laing

Jennifer Lutgert

Teddy Matt

In Honor Of:

Generously Donated By:

Robert McCrea & Katherine Tyson

Megan McGuire Bachman & Jacob
Bachman

Anne Marie McMichael

Toby Meister

Matt & Sharon Mitzen

Frances Moore

Michael O’'Connor

Jean O'Keefe & Marianne Littau

Erik & Katie Ojala

Carolyn Read & Rob Anthony

Morris & Margo Robinson

Jamie Rosman

Alan & Patricia Rubin

Robin Saldanha

Todd & Susan Semla

Pankaj and Barbara Sharma

Katherine Shonk

Mara Siler-Price

Jennifer Simpson Leigh

Louis & Eleanor Skydell

Fred Smith

Julia & Kyle Smith

Douglas Sondgeroth & Aina Gutierrez

David Spitulnik & Diana Cohen

Hal Sprague

Emily Steadman

Donna Su

Kristin & Steve Taylor

Dennis & Lois Trautvetter

In Honor Of:

In Kind

Candlelite Chicago

Club Pilates

Cramer Kasselt

WGN

Egea The North Shore Wellness Spa

Evanston SPACE

Firehouse Girill

GoodSports!

Victor Hernandez

Hilton Orrington

Diane Likhite

Locked Chicago

Nomi Restaurant

Northwestern University Athletics
Department

Oceanique Restaurant

One River School of Art & Design

Park Hyatt Chicago

Steppenwolf Theatre Company

Temperance Beer Co.

The Second City

Suite Mollie

Sydney's Valet

Mark Tisdahl & Michelle
Valiukenas Tisdahl

Ward Manufacturing

WGN

Wine Goddess

Emily & Marc Zarefsky

Generously Donated By:




In Honor of Donations

Shannon Dickinson
Marla Dobrin
Michael Fosco
Rachael Garay
Mashawntla Gatlin
Michael Hardey
Zack Howard

Zack Howard
Brandon Howe
Amy Hudson-Meier
Louis Jones

Amy Kipfer
Benjamin Kite
Sherri Kushner
Simone Larson
Diona Lewis

April Likhite

Paula Maldonado
Paula Maldonado
Martha Mann

Juan Martinez
Shawna Matten
Darryl Matthew Harmon
Jim McHolland

Jim McHolland

Ray McLaughlin
Carlos Mendez

Jennifer Fogle

Jessica Rosenbaum
Jennifer Fogle

Gini Ohlson

lan & Sheau-ming Ross
Jennifer Fogle

Mollie Bass

Michael Schnur & Janice Liten
Margaret OGrady
Katherine Shonk

Gini Ohlson

Jenny Ball

Mollie Bass

Jennifer Fogle

Dana Dodzik

Gini Ohlson

Michael & Jill Corr
Robin Saldanha

Alecia Wartowski

Gini Ohlson

Debbie & Bob Burns
Michael & Jill Corr
Esther Terrier

Kingsley Day

Jennifer Fogle

Sarah Thomson

Chris & Jennifer Reddick

Haven Middle School Staff Rabbi Lisa Greene
Nichols Middle School Staff Joanna Lingnau

Kristy Moon
Traci Mull

Traci Mull

Traci Mull
Elizabeth Nelson
Jennifer Nichols
Tara Norris
Rachel Oblinger
Amy Odwarka
Kelly Oldfield
Kelly Oldfield
Erika Palys

Tina Panagiotidis

Michael & Jill Corr

Skip & Holly Benz

Judy McLachlin

Kaidi Zhao & Ge Peng
Kathryn Ryan & Rocky Clancy
Julie & Nate Merseth Cook
Michael & Maureen Browne
Debbie & Bob Burns

Gini Ohlson

Michael & Jill Corr

Tiffany & Edward Joo
Debbie & Bob Burns
Tiffany & Edward Joo

Kristina Patel
Laird Patten
James Patterson
Daryl Periman
Melina Pressoir
Tania Price
Matthew Przekota
Erin Raab
Kristie Rachell
Rosie Rees

Ann Riemenschneider
Kathy Roberson
Keith Robinson
Laura Rouse
Oliver Ruff

Holly Rumpel
Saralyn Sacks
Saralyn Sacks
Alicia Salinas
Don Smith

Levi Spotts
Ashley Stanley
Kelly Strezlecki
Susan Struve
Nicole Sutker
Curtis Teichert
Carolyn Tysse
Christine Vasil
Bob Vick
Barbara Wahle
The Wartowski Children
Washington Elementary
Sarah Wasson
Max Weinberg
Max Weinberg
Jana Willman
Laurel Wolf
Julia Woodard
Imily Wool
Steve Yasukawa
Mary Young
Mrs. Zelonis

Gini Ohlson

Anna Guillemin & Patrick Formann
Douglas Reifler

lan & Sheau-ming Ross
Jessica Rosenbaum
Jennifer Fogle

Jennifer Fogle
Anonymous

Gini Ohlson

John Seymour & Adele Rapport
Jennifer Fogle

Gini Ohlson

Steve Hagerty & Lisa Altenbernd
Tiffany & Edward Joo

Jack Block & Missy Fleming
Jennifer McComb

Hayes Ferguson

Sarah & lan Laing

Kristin & Steve Taylor
Jennifer Fogle

Teddy Matt

Anonymous

Mollie Bass

Michael & Jill Corr
Jennifer Fogle
Anonymous

Gini Ohlson

Mollie Bass

Sarah Thomson

Simone Ispa-Landa

Rick & Carol Humphrey
Mara Jauntirans

Dana Dodzik

Mollie Bass

Holly Benz

Anonymous

lan & Sheau-ming Ross
Mollie Bass

Michael & Jill Corr

Julie & Nate Merseth Cook
Rebecca Cacayuran
Anonymous
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Board Members and Advisory Board

Board Members:
Larry'\Brown
Nicole Brownlee *
Franz Calixte #
Julie Cutter, President
Kalen Daniels
Sarah Darnton #
Alison Finkel *
Andrea Ford

Katie Gillies
Aimee King #
Beth McDonald
Kim Laude

Erin Rams #

Keith Robinson #
Sheau-ming Ross
Saralyn Sacks
Alicia Salinas

Mita Sanghavi Goel
Diana Sheehan *
Courtney Viamille
Steve Zehr

* New Board Member
# Retiring Board Member

Executive Director:
Alecia Wartowski

Office Manager:
Nancy Marshall

Advisory Board Members:
Patty Barbato
Pete Bavis

Lee A. Cabot
Walter Carlson
Dave Davis
David Figlio
Steve Hagerty
Barbara Hiller
Diane Lequar
Charles A. Lewis
Elizabeth Tisdahl
Corrie Wallace

My6s5 Breaks New Ground

Each year, Foundation 65 hosts its My65
Benefit to bring people together to celebrate
our educators and raise money to support
Foundation 65 going forward. This year's
My65 Benefit broke new ground, having raised
a record of over $150,000 while holding our
event in the new space of Etown Fitness along
with the sounds of Suite Mollie and DJ Marcus
Brown and the premier of our Foundation 65
video. The 2021 Benefit will likely look different
because of COVID-19, but our mission remains
to bring together our community in support of
public education. Now, more than ever, we have
the opportunity to change the lives of children
in our community. We hope you will join us.

x

FAVORS

To learn more about My65, or to sign-up for the
My65 Planning Committee, visit
www.foundation65.org.



New Board Members

Nicole Brownlee has a background in educational public policy and
community organizing. She has served as the Director of External
Affairs for the Atlanta Public Schools and previously served as
Legislative Advisor for United States Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-
CA). She is a passionate advocate for racial justice and co-founded
a parent group at Lincolnwood Elementary School that leads
participants through a year-long journey into strengthening their
racial consciousness and dismantling systemic racism. Nicole is
also a founding member of the Haven Feeder Schools for Equity and
serves on the Lincolnwood PTA Executive Board as the Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion Chair. She graduated with Honors from Howard
University with a Bachelor's of Communications.

She and her husband live in Evanston with their two sons who attend
Lincolnwood elementary and The Cove School.

Alison Finkel is a senior non-profit professional with vast expertise
managing multi- faceted and complex fundraising programs. Through
her work with Northwestern University and Susan G. Komen, she
has raised nearly one billion dollars for non-profit organizations. Her
leadership style has led to formal organizational recognition and
peer awards - and it underlies her proven record of success. She is
passionate about photography, food and her hometown of Evanston.

She and her husband, Eli, have two children who attend Dewey
School.

Diana Leza Sheehan has nearly twenty years of diverse industry
experience, serving in account leadership, category management,
syndicated product and marketing strategy, and shopper and
consumer insights roles at ConAgra Foods, General Mills, Mintel, and
Kantar. Throughout her career, she has worked across retail channels
and categories, developing strategic recommendations for in-store
execution and brand development for many Fortune 500 companies.
Diana has been cited in national and trade press, including The Wall
Street Journal, Chicago Tribune, CNN, and NPR, and spoken at many
industry events including ShopTalk and GroceryShop. Diana earned
an MBA from the University of Chicago's Booth School of Business
and a B.A. from the University of Notre Dame.

In her spare time, she also serves as the Secretary of the Board of
Directors for the Instituto del Progreso Latino, and was recently
appointed to the Illinois Lottery Control Board. She enjoys jogging,
watching her favorite sports teams, and spending time with her
husband and three children who attend Walker and Chute.
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Restricted

Donations and Grants $44,277
Unrestricted

Donations and Grants $256,734

Event Income $152,159

Investment Income $884

Miscellaneous Income $635
Total $454,689
Programs $234,025
General and Administrative $55,393
Development and Fundraising $77,516

Total

$366,934

Assets Without Donor Restrictions $313,079
Assets With Donor Restrictions $115,119
TOTAL NET ASSETS $428,198
Change in Net Assets $87,755

On June 4, 2020, the PTA Equity Fund moved to the Evanston Community Foundation




What’s Ahead?

While we sit in one of the most challenging times in U.S. history, the work of Foundation 65 is more
important than ever. Our work has been in meeting the challenges of the day and building the foundation
for our children to thrive once this crisis has passed.

We completed the first ever city-wide children’s book drive shortly before school began. This commanity
donated more than 8000 books! In collaboration with Bernie's Book Bank, we have been able/to get
books back out to the kids who need them the most and have built a new partnership for future book
drives.

Our Critical Response Grant program will provide grants with a rapid turnaround so that educators can
identify challenges that can be addressed through literacy and the arts and create solutions during
urgent times.

Our new literacy initiative is supporting 12 talented District 65 educators in obtaining their master’s in
reading or literacy endorsement. These educators are building a pathway to tomorrogw and gaining new
skills to support each of their students in getting the reading skills they need.

Our road ahead no doubt includes more challenges, making our continued support of educators’ work
toward educational equity more important than ever.

Every day we push ourselves to better support the children of the community. To stay connected to our
work, please visit our new website at www.foundation65.org and sign up for our newsletter.




¢2Foundation 65

PC)B X 750

nston, IL 60204

We believe in public
education.





