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From the Board President
Over the past year, our national political scene has presented a particularly challenging array of claims, questions, 

and consequential choices.  Our children are growing up in a rapid-fire, highly mediated world, where even seasoned 

experts can be hard-pressed to judge the merits of hundreds of accounts of the same event.  Perhaps more than ever, a 

strong education is key to navigating the storm.

We at Foundation 65 are deeply grateful that this community believes in supporting public education as a bulwark 

against the flood of frenetic messaging.  Our schools provide the opportunity for all students to acquire tools they 

will need to manage their role as consumers of information, citizens of our democracy, and members of our global 

community. Literacy, arts, STEM, analysis, critical thinking, and social emotional skills are all vital parts of that toolkit.  

We are very thankful that the Evanston/Skokie community came out in such strong support of last spring’s referendum 

to fund our public schools. Mitigating the impact of oncoming structural deficits is essential.  We also appreciate 

the thoughtful support of our donors, who realize that investment in innovative, engaging, and effective programs is 

critical to improving the educational experience for our students. Foundation 65 works hard with our educators to 

identify and evaluate opportunities for enriching and enhancing teaching and learning across all schools.

This Annual Report for 2016-2017 highlights the many ways F65’s funding impacted students last year.  More 

importantly, though, it reflects the generosity of our donors, whom we gratefully acknowledge. Our whole community 

benefits when all students are developing the tools they need.  With your support can we continue to invest in that 

goal.

Thank you so much for your support of public education and Foundation 65.

Diane Lequar

Foundation 65 Board President
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Foundation 65 welcomes new board members
Margaret Bavis  Margaret is a Family Nurse Practitioner specializing in free and charitable care and immigrant 

health as well as an Assistant Professor of Nursing at Rush University. Margaret has been an active volunteer, including 

serving as PTA Vice-President and Arts and Cultural Programing co-chair at Oakton Elementary School, D65 Fluency 

Tutor, Saint Francis Steering Committee Partner as well as a Girl Scout Troop Leader. Margaret has a BA from Tufts 

University and a DNP from Rush University. Born and raised in Evanston, Margaret attended Lincoln Elementary 

School, Nichols Middle School and Evanston Township High School. 

Franz Calixte  A D65 and ETHS alumnus, Franz has been teaching history for 15 years and coaching soccer for 20 

years, all at ETHS.  He is an active member of the community and has served on Foundation 65’s host committee for 

the My 65 Benefit since 2014.  Franz has a BS in Marketing from Syracuse University and a Master’s in Educational 

Leadership from Concordia University.  Franz, who was born and raised in Evanston, graduated from Dawes, Chute, 

and ETHS. 

Julie Cutter  A D65 and ETHS alumna, Julie obtained her BA in International Studies from Kenyon College and 

her MA in International Relations from the University of Chicago.  Julie had a 20-year career in international affairs, 

including 17 years as a Foreign Service Officer.  She served on the board of the Jewish Reconstruction Congregation 

and is currently on the board of GirlForward.  Julie was also a PTA co-president at Dewey and worked with the City of 

Evanston to build Noah’s Playground for Everyone.  

Aimee King  Aimee is an environmental planning and permitting specialist at the global consulting firm, CH2M. 

She received her BA in Geography from the University of Iowa and her Master’s degree in Interdisciplinary Ecology 

from the University of Florida. Aimee has been actively involved in the King Arts and Park School communities where 

her two sons attend. She has volunteered as co-coordinator of the King Arts Chess Club and is currently the treasurer of 

Park School’s PTA. 

Erin Rams  Erin is a former high school teacher who taught Spanish at CICS Ralph Ellison High School and Chicago 

Public Schools.  She earned her Master’s degree in Secondary Education from National Louis University, with extensive 

coursework in English as a Second Language.  Erin is an active volunteer with the Walker PTA and has served as 

Secretary, Silent Auction Chair for the Walker benefit, and developed and coordinated the school newsletter.    

Moira Stein  Moira came to Evanston from New Hampshire as a student at Northwestern, then moved back 

here with her family in 2007.  She graduated NU with a degree in economics and sociology and spent more than a 

decade working at a brand marketing agency as an account manager for CPG companies including SC Johnson and 

ConAgra Foods.  Moira served on the board at Covenant Nursery School and has been an active volunteer at Orrington 

Elementary as PTA co-president, auction co-chair, room parent, fluency tutor, and editor of the school newspaper.



Foundation 65 exists to leverage community support 

for excellent and innovative literacy and arts programs 

in our public schools.  Foundation 65 is uniquely 

positioned to support the work of educators....our 

investments support shifts in educational practice, 

extend classroom learning into summer, and provide 

teachers and administrators with the resources to pilot 

innovative ideas.  Through our grant making, Foundation 

65 works to enrich and enhance the educational 

experience of all students in Evanston-Skokie District 

65. 

Foundation 65 has been successful in providing a unique model of grantmaking that serves not just the District, but 

parents and community members as well.  We have shown that investing private dollars in public education can 

allow the District to explore innovative ways to improve education, within a framework that is accountable and 

measurable.

Through the collective investment of our donors, community partners and educators, Foundation 65 has grown to 

be an essential component in the relationship 

between our schools, families, and 

community.  In fact, since 2008, Foundation 

65 has provided more than $2.5 million in 

support to literacy and arts programming for 

our students and schools.

As a grantmaking organization, our goal is to 

not only engage students, but also to be an effective 

partner with District 65, helping them achieve their 

goals for improving high quality teaching and learning 

and student and family engagement.

When deploying resources, Foundation 65 has 

always focused on issues of equity for students and 

schools. Recent D65 reports about gaps in academic 

achievement among children by race makes equity 

even more salient and urgent. 

Making a difference for students and schools

In 2016-2017, Foundation 65 provided more 

than $326,000 in funding to support 

literacy and arts programs that impacted 

EVERY school and EVERY student in D65. 



Art & Adventure with Open Studio Project

Books & Breakfast

Child Parent Centers

Evanston Speaks: Youth Poetry Project

5th Grade New Music Project

Full Steam Ahead Summer Workshop

Kindergarten Library Tours

Kindergarten Literacy Education at Play

King Arts Community Textile Project

The Language of Art with Art Encounter

MSX (MetaMedia Summer Experience)

Perspectives: A Shared Author Experience 

REACH (Roots of Evanston Achievement)

Reading Ambassadors

Summer Reading Program (for rising 2nd graders) 

Funded Programs in 2016-2017

Making a difference for students and schools
Every school in our district serves a number of students with 

deep needs. Our grantmaking serves to help broaden our 

educators’ ability to support each of those children.  As we 

move forward, Foundation 65 funded programs will 

continue to:

1. Serve as an incubator - growing D65 educators’ innovative ideas to address real 

       problems they see every day

2. Significantly contribute to decreasing the achievement gap by partnering closely with 

       the district and funding programs that are measurable and have specific outcomes

3. Help address inequities between schools by providing literacy and arts enrichment 

       for students across the district

4. Focus on key transitions in students’ academic careers, in particular the earliest years 

        of kindergarten and first grade

5. Place emphasis on family and community involvement in education

16
schools  
served

7,600+
students  
engaged

$326,000 
in funded  

programming  
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New in 2016-2017, Project REACH provides unique 

and powerful resources to advance early literacy work 

aligned to the District 65 literacy framework, the District 

65 Strategic Plan, D65/D202 Joint Literacy Goals, and 

Evanston Cradle to Career Goals. In 2016, only 54% of D65 

students entered with ‘literacy readiness’ for kindergarten.  

This translates to a gap between peers that often remains 

consistent through 8th grade and beyond.  

Jointly funded between Foundation 65 and District 65, 

the overall goal of REACH is to support an improved 

kindergarten experience and increase student achievement of K/1 students, with specific emphasis on those who enter 

school without the pre-literacy skills of their peers.

The REACH grant supports a research-based approach to developing students’ reading, writing, and speaking skills 

with job-embedded coaching. The power of the model is in the alignment and in the coaches themselves, who are 

District 65 teachers that know and understand the needs of our teachers and community.

This program gets to the basic skills of letter recognition, 

phonics, oral language development, and other skills 

needed for a strong start in kindergarten and beyond.  

This level of focus and intentional design of support for 

kindergarten and first grade teachers is new in District 65. 

In the past, literacy needs have been more broadly viewed 

from the K-3 level. 

In its first year, 70% of all K/1 teachers opted in to one-on-

one coaching, where an instructional coach works in-depth 

with teachers in class and out of class, over a period of 

several weeks.  

Roots of Evanston ACHievement: Project (REACH)

“The coaching was CRUCIAL to rolling out 

word study in K. Since I had never taught word 

study to this capacity, I was a little overwhelmed 

about...how to make it happen in my classroom. 

Watching [the coach] explicitly teach the games, 

procedures, material management, etc. really set 

me up for success.” - D65 teacher

REACH Goals
• Provide professional learning and 

instructional coaching designed specifically 

to meet the needs of these students

• Strengthen the quality of information sharing 

between early childhood educators and 

District 65 kindergarten teachers to support 

a smoother transition into kindergarten

• Increase family and community engagement 

opportunities by identifying and creating a 

new student support that promotes student 

achievement (see Sing, Talk, Play, Connect 

on the next page)

• Improve end-of-year student achievement 

on district assessments of literacy readiness
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Sing, Talk, Play, Connect
The District 65 Kindergarten Literacy Partners Program, a 

component of the REACH initiative, is a tutoring program 

in which an adult volunteer provides interactive read 

alouds that helps kindergarten students learn about 

vocabulary and concepts, sentence structures, how stories 

work, and how print works. The goal of Kindergarten 

Literacy Partners is to provide kindergartners who perform 

below grade level extra time in school to engage with 

high quality texts, work with caring adults, and talk about 

their reading. 

There are a set of skills and strategies that contribute to 

emergent reading success: 

 1. Alphabet Knowledge

 2. Word Recognition

 3. Understanding How Print Works

 4. Anticipating “Book Language”

 5. Anticipating How Stories Work

In the classroom, teachers differentiate and support 

students in the areas of alphabet knowledge and word 

recognition. However, the last three contributors 

mentioned above represent an area of challenge for many 

of our kindergartners. Book experiences vary widely 

among our kindergartners. There are children in D65 

kindergarten classrooms who have heard 365+ bedtime 

stories...and some who have heard 0.

Read aloud is an important component in the classroom 

every day, but the knowledge and word gap that exists 

between these two groups of children is difficult to erase.  

Kindergarten Literacy Partners was designed by District 

65 Reading Interventionists to specifically support this 

area of need as well as strengthen family and community 

outreach.  With funding from Foundation 65, it was 

piloted successfully in three schools in 2016-2017.  In 

2017-18, two new schools have been added.  

How it works

Two students work with one tutor for 15 minutes twice 

per week, rereading and interacting with poetry, songs, 

and rhymes. The lessons were created by reading 

specialists and kindergarten teachers for two purposes 

critical to emergent reading success: development of 

oral language (vocabulary and sentence structures) and 

awareness of conventions of print: letters, words, spacing, 

and punctuation.

Students hear…

- new and interesting vocabulary

- the rhythm and rhyme of an engaging story

- academic language about books (author, illustrator, 

page, illustration, sentence, word, letter, punctuation)

Students are given opportunities to “talk and talk 

more”...

- as they act out the story with puppets

- as they chime in on the repetitive parts of the story

- as they talk about the story with you

- as they retell the story

Students will sing, talk, play, and connect as they increase  

both knowledge about how print works and joyful 

confidence as emergent readers.



In October, five award-winning authors “invaded” our schools!!  Matt de la 

Peña, Steve Sheinkin, Grace Lin, Duncan Tonatiuh, and Janice Harrington met 

with students, shared their stories, and described what it means to be a writer 

(or writer/illustrator in the case of Lin and Tonatiuh).  

Created by the D65 library department and funded by 

Foundation 65, the Perspectives program allowed each visiting 

author the opportunity to work with specific grade levels across 

15 D65 schools.   The purpose of the program was to highlight 

the importance of diversity in children’s literature and to give 

District 65 students and families the opportunity to view issues 

from multiple perspectives and see themselves represented in 

the authors, the authors’ life experiences, and the stories they 

tell.  

It was an exciting week that kicked off with a community event 

in which all authors took part in a panel discussion, moderated by Betsy Bird, Collection Development Manager for the 

Evanston Public Library.  More than 300 people attended the  community event, which was co-hosted by Foundation 

65 and the Evanston Public Library and took place at King Arts Magnet 

School.  

Children and adults alike lined up after the panel discussion to have 

books signed by the authors.  A showcase of student art work, inspired 

by the authors’ stories, was on display for all to enjoy.  

During the week, the authors met with students across all schools.  

Janice Harrington, a storyteller as well as an author, enthralled 

kindergartners and first graders, bringing her books, The Chicken-Chasing Queen of Lamar County and Busy-Busy 

Little Chick to life.  Duncan Tonatiuh talked about his books, including Dear Primo: A Letter to My Cousin, and Pancho 

Rabbit and the Coyote: A Migrants Tale, with 3rd graders.  He gave students unique insight into the cultural inspiration 

behind his illustrations and how he uses technology to bring texture and color into his art.  Students in 2nd and 4th 

Perspectives: A Shared Author Experience

From left to right: Duncan Tonatiuh, Matt de la Peña,  
Grace Lin, Steve Sheinkin, Janice Harrington, and Betsy Bird.



Looking Ahead:  
 Programs funded for 2017-2018

• Art & Adventure with Open Studio 

Project

• Books & Breakfast 

• Commissioned Work for Honors 

Orchestra Based on Dystopian Themes 

with Musical Offering

• Evanston Speaks: Youth Poetry Project

• Kindergarten Literacy Education at Play 

• Kindergarten Library Tours 

• Maintaining Oakton’s Rain Garden

• MSX (MetaMedia Summer Experience)

• Responsive Art: Learning by Doing 

with Art Encounter

• Roots of Evanston Achievement 

(REACH)

• Student Matinee & Workshop Series 

with Mudlark Theater Co. 

• Summer Reading Program 

• The Language of Art with Art Encounter

• Middle School Summer Reading – 

Watering the Book Desert

8

grades met with Grace Lin, who shared personal stories 

about growing up and how the lack of diversity in the books 

she read as a child eventually inspired her to become an 

author.  Using her books, Bringing in the New Year and The 

Year of the Rat, Grace shared and explained the customs of 

the Lunar New Year.  Steve Sheinkin’s award-winning non-

fiction book Bomb: The Race to Build and Steal the World’s 

Most Dangerous Weapon captivated 5th and 6th graders.  

Steve talked about the importance of research and how he 

sometimes stumbles upon historical events that eventually 

inspire his writing.   Matt de la Peña, the 2016 Newbery 

winner for Last Stop on Market Street, presented to 7th 

and 8th graders and told his personal account of how he 

struggled as a student before eventually embracing writing 

later in life.  He shared how some of his books, such as Ball 

Don’t Lie, and Mexican WhiteBoy, drew from his experiences 

growing up.

Literature can serve as both a door and a window, bringing 

fresh perspectives and insights to our world.  This exciting 

program did just that, 

inspiring creativity and 

positively engaging students 

in the lives and literature of 

diverse authors.

Photo Credits: Evanston 
Photographic Studios / 
Genie Lemieux   



With gratitude...
We gratefully acknowledge our generous donors.  It is only with their help that we are able to enhance 

the educational experience of students across our community.  Thank you for your support!

This list is inclusive of all donations and support from July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017.   
This list does not include support from My 65 raffle ticket sales.

50,000+
Lewis-Sebring Family Foundation

TAWANI Foundation

40,000+
Northwestern University

20,000+
Cless Family Foundation

Walter Carlson and Debora de Hoyos

10,000+
Chris Fiegen and Sarah Darnton

Finnegan Family Foundation

Jennifer N. Pritzker and Stone Heritage 

Properties

5,000+
Patty and Mark Barbato

Clerestory Consulting

Kimberly Hamill Dietz and Jay D. Dietz

William and Eleanor Revelle

Robert R. McCormick Foundation

Ian and Sheau-ming Ross

Rubens Family Foundation

Jim Kastenholz and Jennifer Steans

The Zall Family Fund

ZS

2,500+
Nick and Donna Agnew

Judson and Gabrielle Brooks

Elizabeth Beidler Tisdahl Foundation

Evan and Carl Finamore

Franczek Radelet P.C.

Patrick Hughes and Kathy Tisdahl

Positive Connections

Meg and Rick Slayton

Elizabeth Tisdahl

Brian and Suzanne Whiting

1,000+
ARCON Associates, Inc.

Mike and Cam Axelrood

Frank and Kim Barbaro

Matt and Elizabeth Bergmann

Neal Brady and Tracy Quattrocki

Branning Schreiber North Shore Real 

Estate

Lee A. Cabot

Daniel and Candance Chow

Julie and David Cutter

William and Kirsten Darnton

Max Dolins

Christyne and Jim Dzwierzynski

First Bank & Trust

Francis Beidler Foundation

Hagerty Consulting

Bill and Eileen Halperin

Katy Hart and Rick Kean

Barbara Hiller

Illinois Bone and Joint Institute, LLC

Dan and Suzanne Kanter

Tilden Katz and Kathy Baker

The Kellcie Fund

Diane and James Lequar

Donald Morales and Alicia Vazquez

Judy Newton

Beth Lewis, Perl Mortgage

Simon and Kim Perutz

Keith and Sharon Robinson

Saralyn Sacks and Michael Klearman

Ellie Sato and David Bowen

Dale Schlafer

Joe and Ann Settimi

Alison Shapiro and Scott Stoolmaker

Linda Shusterman and Barry Dolins

Matt and Susan Struve

Ten Mile House

The Thomas Team

Rob and Val Weiss

Courtney and Dave Winkler

Steve and Jennifer Zehr

The Principal’s Circle is 
comprised of donors who have 

made an investment in supporting 
public education by making a gift 

of $1,000 or more within  
fiscal year 2017.  

Principal’s Circle



500+
ACCO Brands USA, LLC

Ben and Kristin Albert

Rob and Carrie Andalman

Chris and Joyce Anderson

Jenny and Kevin Ball

Timothy and Meg Boarini

Brad Weiss DDS

The Brown Team

Chalk Boutique

Chicago Blackhawks

Tzaras and Sarah Christon

Citizens for Tendam

Stephanie and Peter Clemson

Cramer-Krasselt

Steve and Judy Dolins

Ted and Patty Fay

Mike and Stephanie Fine

Fleetwood + Miceli, Jameson Sotheby’s Int’l 

Realty

Glantz Design

Andrew and Jill Gluck

Goldfish Swim School Evanston

Kurt and Chandra Hammond

Beth and David Hart

Jet Events

John J. Cahill, Inc.

Stephanie Kimmel and Michael Conroy

Rachel and Peter Lewis

Craig and April Likhite

Mark Vend Company

Brian and Michelle Musburger

Scott and Terri Nelson

P.V.M LLC

Moira Harding and Raymond Parmer

Debra Price and Ken Hagaman

Quad Indoor Sports

Rosie Rees and Gene Servillo

Morty and Mimi Schapiro

Sketchbook Brewing Company

Taylor Group

Michael and Lene Thomas

Mark Tisdahl & Michelle Valiukenas Tisdahl

Bernice Weissbourd

WGN TV and Jeff Shaw

Mike Willman and Cathy Doyle

250+
Accuity

Aim & Ailie Hair Boutique

Marilyn and John Allahand

Anonymous (3)

Laura and Joe Antloin

Ness Baagil and Tom Cummins

Bagel Art Cafe

Rick and Elizabeth Bald

Pete and Margaret Bavis

Jon and Stacey Bingaman

Jenny and Dave Blickenstaff

Blue Sky Investment Partners, Inc.

Blueleaf Lending

Scott and Liz Bramley

Michael and Maureen Browne

Tim and Vickie Burke

C2 Education Evanston

Laurie Chambers

Eric and Lynn Chehab

Cheryl Rohlfs & Associates LTD

Chester Construction Group

Rob and Emily Clarke

The Dahlberg Family

Kalen and Ranjan Daniels

Michael and Elaine Darer

Deborah Silver Design

Morton and Reva Denlow

Peter and Vicki Donati

Downtown Evanston

Marissa and Tim Elliott

Evanston Photographic Studios / Genie 

Lemieux

Ted and Patty Fay

Hugh Gilbert 

Samantha and David Gordon

David and Elizabeth Graham

Adrienne Hannis

Rachel Haymen and Edward Michael

Missy and Tim Hedges

Emilie and Bill Hogan

Doug and Linda Honnhold

Cara and Dave Hunwick

JaHbat Inc.

Cathy and Nitin Jain

Andy and Jill Kidd

Brian and Aimee King

Thomas Klitzkie and Barbara Schwartz

Lorena Neal and John Koski

David Kulawiak

Sarah and Ian Laing

Patrick and Sura Lennon

LinkedIn

Little Beans Cafe

Alan and Jessica Littman

David and Gretchen Livingston

Christine and Erik Long

Sara and Nathaniel Love

Benjamin Lumpkin

Chad and Leslie Luning

Jackie Mack - Jameson Sotheby’s 

International Realty

Peter and Carolyn Mattox

Brian and Anna Miller

Mpower Personal Training

Neon CRM

Piven Theatre Workshop
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Claire Pollard

Traci and Curtis Powell

Faith and David Ramsour

Chris and Jennifer Reddick

Romano Wealth Management

Rockwell Clancy and Kathy Ryan

John and Betsy Sagan

Alex Schultheis and Andrea Mainelli

Andrew and Isabel Schultz

Anne Sills

Jennifer Sobiesk and Colin Wexler

David Spitulnik and Diana Cohen

William and Ingrid Stafford

Jamie Lou Thome

Vinic Wine Company

Weinberg Barton & Co

Chris and Janet Winslow

Cynthia and Eric Witherspoon

Melissa Wynne and David Foster

100+
David and Nina Allocco

Allan Alson and Sue Ann Glaser

Anonymous (9)

Katie and Wynn Bailey

The Bailey-Berley Family

Stacy Beardsley

Sarah Frudden and Jeff Bergman

Jason and Heather Block

Boltwood Restaurant

Chip and Katie Brady

Robert and Sara Brenner

Joel Brown and Julie Strauss

Eric and Carrie Bryn

Debbie and Bob Burns

Franz and Laura Calixte

Elizabeth Cardenas-Lopez

Tracy and Michael Cassidy

Tom and Erica Chadwick

Dan and Lisa Chiss

Citizens for Gary Gaspard

Gina Clark

Brian and Lindsay Cohen

Colleen Conley and Peder Lindberg

Cousineau Family

Gavin, Eve, and Declan Daniels

James Davis and Vanessa Tanaka

Mike and Barbara Davis

Ryan and Marie Dickey

Dana Dodzik

Jerome and Elaine Donohoe

Steve Siegel and Robin Drayer

James and Nicole Druckman

Sally Dumas

Susanne Dunmore

Wilma Dykes

Brian and Kate Ellison

Dan and Nancy Engel

Jerry and Ellen Esrick

Evanston Athletic Club

Exelon

Deborah and Jeff Fagel

Eric and Yvonne Feldman

Hayes Ferguson

Fernando and Kim Ferrer

FEW Spirits LLC

Andy and Jean Fies

Thomas and Nancy Figel

David Figlio and Anne Ford

Susie and Marty Fine

Adam Finlayson and Delia Lamore

Ryan and Elizabeth Finnamore

Eric Fischer

Cicely and Andrew Fleming

Ellen and Marc Fogelberg

Molly Fouts

Carolyn Frazier and Todd Israelite

Eric and Jenny Friedman

Benjamin Frommer

Robyn Gabel

Gail and Ted Struve Charitable Fund

Craig Garfield and Aimee Crow

Larry and Mary Gavin

Chris Gibbons

Steve and Anne Gilford

Nancy Gilmore

Mita and Anu Goel

Roger Goldberg and Elena Nocera

Diane Goldring

Paul Goren and Gwen Macsai

Becky Crump and Paul Gottschalk

Jonathan Greene

Dorothy Grossman

Mark Gruber

Erin and Patrick Haggerty

Lynn and Katie Hammond

Kim and Sean Hanretta

Brian Hanson and Karen Alter-Hanson

Dave Haracz and Mary Dolan

Jill Heap

Missy Hebson

Greg and Terri Hummel

Scott Hurwitz and Kelly Austin

Brady and Becky Huston

Kay and Dan Israelite

Kristin and Larry James

Lise and Tomohisa Jinno

Bret Johnson and Kendra Morrill

Kate and Ben Julian

Terrie and Michael Jurichko

Mark Kaplan and Cheryl Bondy Kaplan



Lynn and Eric Kaplan

Larry and Kelli Kaul

Kris and John Kelsh

Maureen Kenney

Ali Keshavarzian

Laura and Steve Kier

Steve and Carol Kimmel

Cory and Patricia Lee King

Karen and Joel Kirby

Brad and Tanya Knight

Leyla Kokmen and Patrick Trochlil

Jeff and Becky Kremin

Meg Krulee

Steve and Marcy LaKind

Sue Langan Epler

Jude and Kim Laude

Sang-yul Lee

Annie and Tom Lesch

Rebecca and Elisabeth Lindsay-Ryan

John and Dorothy Lloyd-Still

William Logan

Steve Luebkeman and Sara Later

John and Constance Lyman

Megan Lynch

Darush and Sally Mabadi

Kevin Mack

Margaret and Larry Mackay

Kiera and Ed Madden

Betsey and Steve Madden

Dan and Lynne Mapes-Riordan

Cory and Nancy Marshall

Maya Papaya & Toni Macarony

Robert McCrea

McGaw YMCA

Evan and Joanna McGinley

Martha Meyer and Rick Kinnebrew

Eb and Judy Moran

Steven J. Morton

Matthew and Elaine Moy Johnson

Rob and Stephanie Muno

Tom Mustoe and Katie Stallcup

Mike and Sarah Muyres

The Nels Family

Derek and Bridget Nelson

Deshana Newman

Peter and Anna Newman

Northwestern University Athletics Dept.

Meagan Novara

Connie Obrochta

Margaret O’Grady

Kelly Oldfield

Cathy and Tom Omundson

The O’Neil Family

Daniel and Trina Orbach

James Ossyra and Carol Remen

Andy Otting and Laura Hohnhold

Angela Blaising & Matt Pakula

Paper Source

Beth and Joseph Paradi

Glenn and Jennifer Pasek

Penelope Peterson

Susan Philips and Dietmar Baum

Tracy Pitlosh

Dan and Susan Plyter

Jonathan Polish and Lisa Greene

Katie and David Porter

Bill and Sara Race

Robert and Patty Reece

Douglas Reifler

Martin and Holly Rene

Brent and Michelle Rogers

Susan Rohrback and Michael McGinn

Debbie Singer and Matt Rosenberg

Steve Roth and Jody Schuster

Molly and Chris Rouch

Josh and Katie Ruben

Judith and David Saunders

Judy and David Schiffman

Jennifer and Ted Schneider

Janice Liten and Mike Schnur

Shelley Weiss and Alan Schoen

Susan A. Schultz

Erin and Michael Shelley

Terri Shepard

Frances Shusterman

Bill and Corky Siegfriedt

George and Lynne Simon

Norman and Harriet Simon

Larry Singer and Maureen Richnack

David and Julie Singer

Colleen Smith

Smylie Brothers Brewing Co.

Chuck and Renate Staley

Murielle and Rick Standley

Ann Stevens

Andrew and Kim Stover

Joan Habinek

Gene and Holly Sunshine

Jenni and Will Suvari

Anya Tanyavutti

James Taylor

Temperance Beer Co.

Jim and Sue Thompson

Tiger Dog Hot Yoga

Ed and Maggie Tivador

Alice Tybout

Malika Viltz-Emerson and John Emerson

Karl Vogel and Jeremy Brown

Sachin and Kalpana Waikar

Linda and Craig Walker

Henry and Janet Waller
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Kim Weaver

Wellspring Integrative Medicine

Mary Anne Wexler

Jamie and Adam Weyeneth

Scott and Amy Weyman

Sheryl Fyock and Donald Wilson

Garrett and Marissa Woodward

Jim and Karen Young

Claire Zulkey

Up to 99
Mary Amen

Anderson Family

Anonymous (5)

Jennifer Arrington

Janice Baria

Jennifer Batza and Shawn Jones

Rebecca Bennett

Dina Berger Koecher

Juliet and Jeff Berger-White

Karl and Diane Berolzheimer

Beth’s Little Bake Shop

Howard and Randee Blair

Alex Block

Missy Fleming and Jason Block

Maggie Boyer

Robin Brown

Kiwana Brown

Jeanine and Carl Brownell

Sara Carey

Judy Chiss

Lee Clifford and Jerry Useem

Bethany Collins

Paul Cress

Jeffrey and Jennifer D’Anastasio

Donna Davies

Nicole Davies

Jocelyn Davis

Kingsley Day

DeAno-Ciszek Family

Hernan Dela Torre and Alicia Salinas

Demetra and Luis Disotuar

Stacey Efstathiou

Carrie Elsberg

Barbara L. Epler

The Everds Family

The Fairman Family

Jessica Feldman

Sheran Fiedler

Simone Fine

Alison Finkel

Mark and Kathy Fisher

Five & Dime

Louis Fogel

Jennifer Fogle

Sara Forrest

Jennifer Friedrich

Tamar and Elliot Frolichstein-Appel

Josh Gilbert 

Robin Gilson and Leonardo Lopez-Gilson

Mary Jon and Roger Girard

Cathy and Rob Graettinger

Horace and Elida Graves

Dawn Grdinic

Daniel Greene and Lisa Meyerowitz

Stuart Greenspan and Debbie Markovitz

Simon Greenwold and Jennifer Lewin

Marlene Grossman

Maureen and Tom Hanrahan

Ali Hart

Valerie Hausman

Hewn Bakery

Barbara and Jerry Israelite

Elizabeth and Deane Johnson

Steve Jones and Jodi White Jones

Maria Jordan

Kate and Tim Kane

Chad and Colby Kingsbury

Matt and Heather Kleinschmit

Valerie and Keith Kretchmer

Stephanie Kulke

Robert and Marian Kurz

The Lane Family

Sue Larson

Vince and Jennifer Leigh

Lauren Leito

Fred and Laurie Levy

Xiaorong Liu and Jian hua Cang

Junmin Liu

Jennifer Lutgert

John and Geraldine Macsai

Jim Mahoney and Sharon Kamra

Suni Kartha and Jay Marling

Doug Masters and Jane Pence

Kathleen and Jason McBride

Conor McCabe

Bridget McDonough

Mrs. Toby Meister

Melissa Messinger

Christopher Beck and Jennifer Michael

Ian Mitchell

Carol Mullins

Martha and Nicholas O’Carroll

Steve and Kathleen O’Connor

Robin O’Hara

Christina Padilla and Charles de Kay

Vaishali and Mahesh Patel

Jeremy Perney and Rian Davis

Francoise Jean Philippe

Lea Pinsky and Dustin Harris

Jeremy and Stacey Porter

David and Jodi Portnoy

Coleman and Ilene Poses

Eileen Rahlfs

Melissa Raman Molitor

Jose L Renteria

Don and Kelly Roberts

Keiler Roberts

The Rolewicz Family

Jessica and Doug Rosenbaum

William Royster

Patty and Alan Rubin

Melissa and Erin Sacluti

Andrew Schulkin and Alyse Freilich

Joseph Seder

Todd and Susan Semla

Hosung Seo

Susan Shapiro

Wynn Shawver

Xuefeng Shi

William Shilling

Lawrence and Dorothy Shusterman

Gerri Sizemore

Louis and Eleanor Skydell

Douglas Sondgeroth and Aina Gutierrez



Hal Sprague

Moira and Scott Stein

Mark and Gwen Stein

Karin Steinbrueck and Theodore Biss

Aleca Tesseris Sullivan

Mollie Bass and Ben Swartzendruber

Heather and John Sweeney

Monika and Nauris Tankevicius

Sarah Thomson

Dennis and Lois Trautvetter

Union Restaurant

Valerie and Michael Veith

Julian Vickers

Shannon Vincent

Abraham Walker

Johannes and Julia Weertman

Weisberg Family

Marcie Weiss

Jamie Tuttle and Paul Williams

Michael Winnick and Deborah Greenberg

Tracy and Brent Woefle

Leon Wool

YoFresh Yogurt Cafe

Michelle Young

Paul and Lara Zalmezak

Jianbin Zheng

Pengye Zhu

Xingyi Zhu

In Kind
Nick and Donna Agnew

Bagel Art Cafe

Beth’s Little Bake Shop

Boltwood Restaurant

Chalk Boutique

Chicago Blackhawks

Cramer-Krasselt

Julie and David Cutter

Deborah Silver Design

Evanston Athletic Club

Evanston Photographic Studios / Genie 

Lemieux

FEW Spirits LLC

Five & Dime

Hugh Gilbert

Goldfish Swim School Evanston

Missy Hebson

Hewn Bakery

Lise and Tomohisa Jinno

Maya Papaya & Toni Macarony

Northwestern University Athletics Dept.

P.V.M LLC

Paper Source

Claire Pollard

Quad Indoor Sports

Sketchbook Brewing Company

Smylie Brothers Brewing Co.

Matt and Susan Struve

Taylor Group

Temperance Beer Co.

Ten Mile House

Jamie Lou Thome

Tiger Dog Hot Yoga

Union Restaurant

Wellspring Integrative Medicine

WGN TV and Jeff Shaw

YoFresh Yogurt Café

Matching Gifts
ACCO Brands USA, INc

Exelon

LinkedIn

Robert R. McCormick Foundation

Gifts in Memory of

Jonathan Patrick Kimmel   Steve and Carol Kimmel

Vivek Likhite    Craig and April Likhite

Justin Murray    Wilma Dykes

In Memoriam:    Generously donated by:  
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Maddie and Jessica Steve and Marcy LaKind

Maria Albina  Bethany Collins

Chelcea Alexander Jessica and Doug Rosenbaum

Maria Alvarez  Ryan and Marie Dickey

Maria Alvarez  Carrie Elsberg

Judy Anderson  The Fairman Family

Kelly Austin  Scott Hurwitz and Kelly Austin

Patty Barbato  Dave Haracz and Mary Dolan

Jena Barber  Kathryn Ryan

Sra. Becerril  Hernan Dela Torre and Alicia Salinas

Linda Beckstedt  Dennis and Lois Trautvetter

Eric Blum  Douglas Sondgeroth & Aina Gutierrez

Scott Bramley  Kiwana Brown

Chris Brigson  Douglas Sondgeroth & Aina Gutierrez

Lee Cabot  Bridget McDonough

Yvonne Cabrera  Meagan Novara

Walter Carlson  Anonymous

Marie Chery  Monika and Nauris Tankevicius

Hammond Children Kurt and Chandra Hammond

Chloe   Anonymous

Kali Cleary  Francoise Jean Philippe

Pat Cleveland  DeAno-Ciszek Family

Jennifer Colbert  The Lane Family

Tara Colville  Kathryn Ryan

Trisha Connolly  Cathy and Nitin Jain

Jennifer Dabul  Jocelyn Davis

Jennifer Dabul  Hosung Seo

Greg Daniels  Janice Baria

Greg Daniels  Maria Jordan

Greg Daniels  The Rolewicz Family

Eric Daugherty  Meagan Novara

Renee Davis  David and Julie Singer

Rian Davis  Cathy and Nitin Jain

Cathy Doyle  Cathy and Nitin Jain

Lindsey Engle  Peter and Anna Newman

Jason Ewing  Kim and Sean Hanretta

Jennifer Federer  William Royster

Jennifer Federer  Andrew Schulkin and Alyse Freilich

Jennifer Federer  Mollie Bass and Ben Swartzendruber

Michelle Ferguson Cathy and Nitin Jain

Evan Finamore  Andy Otting and Laura Hohnhold

Neil Friedman  Junmin Liu

Annmarie Fritsch  David  and Julie Singer

Elena Garfield  Craig Garfield and Aimee Crow

Lauren Gentles  Ian and Sheau-ming Ross

Lauren Gentles  Andrew Schulkin and Alyse Freilich

Julie Gibbons  Xuefeng Shi

Julie Gibbons  David  and Julie Singer

Paul Goren  Mark Kaplan and Cheryl Bondy Kaplan

Paul Goren  John and Geraldine Macsai

Michael Green  Stephanie Kulke

Elizabeth Hale  Megan Lynch

Kim Hamilton  Ryan and Marie Dickey

Lisa Harries  Stacey Efstathiou

Marty Heffner  Anonymous

Barbara Hiller  Tilden Katz and Kathy Baker

Maddie Horvath  Hayes Ferguson

William Housewright Mollie Bass and Ben Swartzendruber

Stephanie Howard Jennifer Batza and Shawn Jones

Cathy and Nitin Jain Cathy and Nitin Jain

Emily Johnson  Karin Steinbrueck and Theodore Biss

Robin Johnson  Martha and Nicholas O’Carroll

Lena Kahouadji  Sara Carey

Esther Kamara  Melissa and Erin Sacluti

Maeve Kanaley  Sara Carey

Ellen Keen  Ian and Sheau-ming Ross

Jason & Leslie Kirby-Miles Karen and Joel Kirby

Katie Kline  Cathy and Nitin Jain

Kari Kohler  The Fairman Family

Matthew Krueger  Jennifer Batza and Shawn Jones

Suzanne Lang  John and Constance Lyman

Simone Larson   Anonymous

Julie Levine  Monika and Nauris Tankevicius

Michael Liepitz  Meagan Novara

Anna Lieteau  Valerie Hausman

Michael Likhite  Douglas Sondgeroth & Aina Gutierrez

Michael Likhite  Jamie and Adam Weyeneth

Helen Lowe  Valerie Hausman

Stacy Marcis  Peter and Anna Newman

Nancy Marshall  Dale Schlafer

Aneela Masood  Sarah and Ian Laing

Jim McHolland  Kingsley Day

Marie Medina  Kate and Tim Kane

Patricia Medina  Kim and Sean Hanretta

Susie Metzger  Lee Clifford and Jerry Useem

John Minor  Dana Dodzik

Krissy Mitchell  Keiler Roberts

Eve Morrissey  Benjamin Frommer

Eve Morrissey  Robin Gilson & Leonardo Lopez-Gilson

Cenietta Mullins  Larry and Kelli Kaul

Cenietta Mullins  Kathryn Ryan

Trish Murray  Jonathan Polish and Lisa Greene

Gifts in Honor of

Honoring:  Generously donated by:   Honoring:  Generously donated by:



Honoring:  Generously donated by:                Honoring:              Generously donated by:
Elizabeth Nelson  Maggie Boyer

Elizabeth Nelson  Karin Steinbrueck and Theodore Biss

Alaina Odenthal  Christina Padilla and Charles de Kay

Katlynn O’Hara  Abraham Walker

Robin O’Hara  Anonymous

Mary Olsen  Kathryn Ryan

Jesse Orbea  Michelle Young

Wala Ottman  Ryan and Elizabeth Finnamore

Faye Pais  Cathy and Nitin Jain

Chelsea Pambuka Margaret and Larry Mackay

James Patterson  Douglas Reifler

Mindy Perry  Jeanine and Carl Brownell

Margaret Philbrick Kathryn Ryan

Elizabeth Pionke  Cathy and Nitin Jain

Tammy Plofsky  Rebecca Bennett

Tammy Plofsky  Benjamin Frommer

Tammy Plofsky  Robin Gilson & Leonardo Lopez-Gilson

Tammy Plofsky  Cory and Patricia Lee King

Tammy Plofsky  David and Julie Singer

Hadrian Pollard  Cathy and Nitin Jain

Kathryn Pouper  Dawn Grdinic

Kathryn Pouper  Valerie Hausman

Kathryn Pouper  Jianbin Zheng

Melinda Pressoir  Judy Curtis

Melinda Pressoir  Megan Lynch

Melinda Pressoir  Margaret and Larry Mackay

Monica Ptak  Adam Finlayson and Delia Lamore

Monica Ptak  Debbie Singer and Matt Rosenberg

Kathy Roberson  Jonathan Polish and Lisa Greene

Cynthia Rosario  Bethany Collins

Max Rosenberg  Debbie Singer and Matt Rosenberg

Staci Rosenberg  Weisberg Family

Peter Samaris  The Everds Family

Peter Samaris  Jennifer Fogle

Daniel Senra  Anonymous

Laurel Serleth  Cathy and Nitin Jain

Linda Shusterman Marilyn and John Allahand

Linda Shusterman Howard and Randee Blair

Linda Shusterman Nicole Davies

Linda Shusterman Demetra and Luis Disotuar

Linda Shusterman Steve and Judy Dolins

Linda Shusterman Dorothy Grossman

Linda Shusterman Jill Heap

Linda Shusterman Barbara Hiller

Linda Shusterman Lise and Tomohisa Jinno

Linda Shusterman Mrs. Toby Meister

Linda Shusterman Eb and Judy Moran

Linda Shusterman Connie Obrochta

Linda Shusterman Tracy Pitlosh

Linda Shusterman Eileen Rahlfs

Linda Shusterman Susan Shapiro

Linda Shusterman Lawrence & Dorothy Shusterman

Linda Shusterman Mike Willman and Cathy Doyle

Linda Shusterman Tracy and Brent Woefle

Sandy Siebert  Cathy and Nitin Jain

Peggy Silkaitis  Cathy and Nitin Jain

Robyn Simmons  Kathryn Ryan

Alex Skipworth  Johnny Hunwick and Family

Saronita Skipworth Dana Dodzik

Marcos Alcaine Soto Christina Padilla and Charles de Kay

Angel Sovich  Francoise Jean Philippe

Angelo Spicuzza  Jeffrey and Jennifer D’Anastasio

Lisa Spillman  Alison Finkel

Susan Struve  Gail and Ted Struve Charitable Fund

Emily Sunshine - Paulis Gene and Holly Sunshine

Megan Sweet  Judy Curtis

All Teachers  Robin Brown

All Teachers  Rebecca and Elisabeth Lindsay-Ryan

Bessie Rhodes teachers Jeremy Perney and Rian Davis

Rob Tejada  Elizabeth and Deane Johnson

Doreen Thompson Cathy and Nitin Jain

Sharon Van Der Kolk Ryan and Elizabeth Finnamore

Sharon Van Der Kolk Anonymous

Rebecca Waller  Conor McCabe

Rebecca Waller  Henry and Janet Waller

Marcay Washington DeAno-Ciszek Family

Pam Weir  The Nels Family

Keyatta Wilson  Sophie Hunwick and Family

Megan WIlton  David and Julie Singer

Imily Wool  Valerie and Michael Veith

Imily Wool  Shannon Vincent

Imily Wool  Leon Wool

Sarah Yoo  Mary Amen

Sarah Yoo  Lee Clifford and Jerry Useem

Sarah Yoo  Pengye Zhu

Sarah Yoo  Xingyi Zhu

Ruth Young  Sarah Thomson

Lara Zeigler  Cory and Patricia Lee King
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Vedder Shusterman Fund for Early Literacy
Foundation 65’s Vedder/Shusterman Fund for Early 

Literacy works to promote a love of reading and support 

early literacy skill building for K-3 students in District 65.  

The fund was originally named the Gerry Vedder 

Children’s Book Fund and was created in 1994 by 

B. Blair Vedder and Mary Lamb Vedder, in memory 

of Geraldine Vedder.  Geraldine “Gerry” Vedder was 

a dedicated teacher who began her career at the 

Laboratory School of the University of Chicago and later 

taught in Chicago Public Schools.  She was a volunteer 

reading teacher for 20 years at Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Laboratory Magnet School (King Lab).  

The fund was created to acknowledge and commemorate 

Gerry’s efforts in exposing children to a love of reading 

and to honor her long-term commitment to the reading 

program at King Lab.   Since 1994, the fund has provided 

thousands of books for K-2 students at King Lab (now 

King Arts) Magnet School.  

Gerry’s commitment to early literacy and her philosophy 

on the development of children’s reading skills have 

been mirrored by another dedicated individual, Linda 

Shusterman.  Like Gerry Vedder, Linda understands the 

importance of young children having their own books.  

Linda, a retired District 65 teacher, began her career 

teaching in Philadelphia Public Schools.  She became 

a Reading Recovery Teacher Leader in 1991 at Chicago 

Public Schools and later served in this role for Evanston-

Skokie District 65 from 1994 - 2015.  

It was during her tenure at District 65 that Linda 

developed the Summer Reading Program for rising 

2nd graders, now funded by Foundation 65, that helps 

emergent readers maintain their reading level over 

the summer.  The impact of this program has been 

significant, making a positive difference for hundreds of 

children who struggle with reading.  In retirement, Linda 

continues to provide leadership in implementing this 

important program each summer.  

In honor of both of these dedicated women, Foundation 

65, together with the Vedder Family, has renamed the 

fund the Vedder/Shusterman Fund for Early Literacy. The 

fund will expand in scope to support early literacy efforts 

for all K-3 students in District 65.  

 Donors to the fund
  Marilyn and John Allahand

  Howard and Randee Blair

  Donna Davies

  Nicole Davies

  Demetra and Luis Disotuar

  Max Dolins

  Steve and Judy Dolins

  Simone Fine

  Eric Fischer

  Ellen and Marc Fogelberg

  Nancy Gilmore

  Dorothy Grossman

  Adrienne Hannis

  Jill Heap

  Barbara Hiller

  Lise and Tomohisa Jinno

  Sue Larson

  Mrs. Toby Meister

  Eb and Judy Moran

  Connie Obrochta

  Tracy Pitlosh

  Coleman and Ilene Poses

  Eileen Rahlfs

  Jennifer and Ted Schneider

  Susan Shapiro

  Linda Shusterman and Barry Dolins

  Frances Shusterman

  Lawrence and Dorothy Shusterman

  Colleen Smith

  Matt and Susan Struve

  B. Blair Vedder and Mary Lamb Vedder 

  Mike Willman and Cathy Doyle

  Tracy and Brent Woefle  



Financial Summary
as of June 30, 2017

REVENUE

Restricted
Donations and Grants
Investment Income

Unrestricted
Donations and Grants
In-Kind Support
Misc Income 

TOTAL

7,990
2,041

411,538
16,630
7,243

$445,442

EXPENSES

Programs
General and Administrative
Development and Fundraising

TOTAL

326,479
54,650

100,124

$481,253

FUND BALANCES

Permanently Restricted Net Assets 80,171

Temporarily Restricted Net Assets 17,922

Unrestricted Net Assets 245,646

TOTAL Net Assets $343,739

Decrease in Net Assets (35,811)

FISCAL AGENT
EvanSTEM Funds* 235,366

 *Foundation 65 is acting as fiscal agent on 
behalf of District 65 for their EvanSTEM 
initiative. Grant funds were received by F65 
in 2015 and were disbursed back to D65 in 
July 2016 and July 2017.

F65 Assets including EvanSTEM $579,105

   



Foundation 65
PO Box 750
Evanston, IL 60204

Margaret Bavis#

Scott Bramley

Franz Calixte#

Julie Cutter#

Kalen Daniels

Sarah Darnton

Christyne Dzwierzynski*

Evan Finamore

Katy Hart*

Aimee King#

Jude Laude

Diane Lequar

Craig Likhite

Donald Morales*

Traci Brown Powell

Erin Rams#

Keith Robinson

Sheau-ming Ross

Saralyn Sacks

Moira Stein#

Kathy Tisdahl

Board of Directors

Patty Barbato

Lee A. Cabot

Walter Carlson

Lisa D’Angelo

David Figlio#

Steve Hagerty#

Barbara Hiller

Charles A. Lewis

Penelope Peterson*

Robert Reece

Rosie Rees

Jeff Schoenberg

Terri Shepard

Don Tarkington

Elizabeth Tisdahl

Bernice Weissbourd

Advisory Board

Staff
Lise Jinno, Executive Director

Nancy Marshall, Office Manager

* retired as of June 2017         # new as of July 2017


