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“This past year has seen 
our community floating in a sea of 

change and uncertainty. In District 65, our 
commitment is that our schools will continue to 

serve as a beacon of hope, equity, and stability for our 
students, staff, and families. With tremendous partners 

like Foundation 65, we will soar to greater heights 
in serving our students' diverse learning needs and 

creating a more equitable school system for all.” 

Dr. Devon Horton  
Superintendent

Evanston/Skokie School District 65



Foundation 65 Board Co-Presidents

Dear Friends:

This past year was an extraordinary one for public education. 
While District 65 continually faced unprecedented circumstances navigating the 
impact of COVID-19, Foundation 65 stayed steadfastly committed to supporting the 
needs of our educators and children. From addressing urgent resource requests, to 
building a powerful literacy workforce, to elevating and humanizing Black and Brown 
voices, Foundation 65 provided funding and support to seed hope. 

We are thankful for Julie Cutter’s leadership as Board President during this challenging 
year, and we are excited to embrace a new co-president leadership model that began 
with our new fiscal year. By sharing leadership responsibilities, diversifying the talents 
of our board, and growing a powerful vision for the future, we are confident that 
Foundation 65 will increasingly expand its impact.

We continue to embrace the humanity of educators and children as we work to build 
a more just and equitable school system. We believe that together we can work to 
eradicate the racialized disparities in education, and in doing so, we can build a system 
where all of our children can thrive. 

As Foundation 65 embarks on another year of unknowns, we are inspired by our 
educators, humbled by your generosity, and truly hopeful about what is to come. 

Thank you for continuing to support our hope and the hopes of our community.

With gratitude,

Katie Gillies Alison Finkel



2

Hope Is GIVING 20,000 BOOKS TO 
LOW-INCOME STUDENTS

There is power that comes with having books in your own home. A study of 31 
countries found that people who grew up in homes filled with books have higher 
reading and math scores. That was before the COVID-19 pandemic forced people 
all over the world to shelter at home for months on end.

Once it became clear the pandemic would have profound impacts on the 
2020-21 school year, Foundation 65 sprung into action. We focused on 
getting books into the hands of kids in need who were isolated at home.  
Since the beginning of the pandemic we helped bridge the resource gap by 
distributing 20,000 books to low-income District 65 students. We owe an 
enormous “Thank You” to Young, Black and Lit, to Bernie’s Book Bank, and  
to District 65 for partnering with us on this initiative.

40%  
of the books came 

from a city-wide 
children's book  

drive

District 65 Reading Specialist Linda Shusterman 
received an Educator Incentive Grant from Foundation 
65 in 2004 to expand a program she developed over 
the previous few years. When second graders were 
assessed in the fall, their reading skills were worse 
than their first grade spring assessment. To address 
this summer slide, Linda created a summer reading 
program to help emergent readers maintain their 
growth and progress heading into second grade.
 
This program became Foundation 65’s Summer 
Reading Program and it allowed Reading Specialists 
to handpick 24 books for each child they worked 
with who was entering second grade. Students and 
educators wrote letters to one another over the 
summer as educators sent monthly packets of books. 

More than 1,000 students have participated in the 
program since its inception, and more than 90% of 
participating students maintained or improved their 
reading levels. As COVID-19 forced us to re-think our 
delivery model and District 65 evolved its reading 
support, we decided to end this program this spring 
with a mass distribution of 8,000 books. 

We are so thankful to Linda for her ongoing and 
steadfast commitment to
the children of District 
65, her strong 
relationships with 
educators, and her 
passion for helping 
students learn to 
read. 

A ThAnk You To LindA ShuSTermAn
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Hope Is
PRIORITIZING BLACK AND 
BROWN CHILDREN’S LIVES 
AND EXPERIENCES

Each year Foundation 65 awards Strategic Impact Grants at the district level, Engagement Grants targeted 
at individual schools or communities, and Change Agent Grants supporting teacher innovation. In light of 
the ongoing pandemic and racial reckoning facing our country, this year's grants prioritized the lives and 
experiences of Black and Brown children to provide safe haven for Black boys, offer support for Latinx families, 
and create opportunities to talk and grow across identities in multiracial groups. 

Black Girl Magic Book Club
 
This year, the Black Girl Magic Book Club expanded to serve children at three schools: Walker Elementary 
School, Lincolnwood Elementary School, and Oakton Elementary School. This club allows a multiracial and 
multi-gendered group of children to read books focused on Black girls and women while aligning the themes 
of those books to the Black Lives Matter principles. Students are given a chance to reflect upon their own 
identities and find connection and difference across identity. 
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Black SonRise

Empowering Latinx Families 

COVID-19 and remote learning created urgent needs for 
families to obtain additional support for emerging bilingual 
children. Washington Elementary School addressed this 
challenge by meeting with Latinx families and creating a 
remote academic support program that was grounded in 
the needs of the families. This after-school tutoring program 
helped strengthen students’ academic skills and build 
greater confidence in their writing and math abilities. 

Created by a group of Black male fathers concerned about 
the achievement trajectory of Black boys in District 65 
schools, this program focuses on building a sense of 
belonging as Black boys and engagement with Black male 
role models. After participation in the program, parents 
noted that the boys had an increased desire to read in 
front of others, increased confidence in public speaking, 
and increased curiosity about math and science. 

“Foundation 65 
allowed me to balance the 

effect that a white system has on my 
students of color with the opportunity 

to create and implement a program that 
directly benefits them.” 

Marcos Alcaine Soto,  
Kindergarten TWI Teacher,  

Washington Elementary School



5

Represent: Book Club and 
Mentorship Program  
for Black Boys 

Educators at Dewey Elementary School knew that Black 
boys needed a space for support and mentorship from 
Black role models. Over the course of eight weeks, Black 
boys were guided by lead mentor Emeric Mazibuko to 
read New Kid by Jerry Craft and connect with six different 
Black male mentors and community leaders, including 
District 65 Superintendent Dr. Devon Horton and 
ETHS swim captain Colton Lane. Children were able to 
connect themes of the book to the lived experiences of 
each week’s mentor and were empowered to volunteer 
to read aloud in class more often. Parents reported 
that the club was transformational for their sons. 

3rd Grade Social Justice  
Research Clubs 

As the end of the school year approached, Lincolnwood 
Elementary School educators reimagined their Research 
Clubs' unit to focus on social justice movements of 
the past and present. The Social Justice unit provided 
students both a mirror into their own culture and 
windows into cultures that faced discrimination. 
It also helped teach important histories of various 
marginalized communities. Students were intrinsically 
motivated to continue their research because of their 
deepened interest in what they were reading.

 
 

“Foundation 65 funding allowed 
us to put meaningful books in students’ 

hands and bring together a community of 
mentors who want them to be successful.” 

Ashley Stanley, 5th Grade Teacher,  
Dewey Elementary School
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Hope IsHope Is

In the spring of 2020, we didn’t know how long the COVID-19 pandemic would last 
nor what the upcoming academic year would look like. We did know, however, it 
would be an experience unlike anything our students had lived through before and 
that, along the way, District 65 educators would identify new challenges facing their 
students caused by the pandemic. That is why we deployed our Critical Response 
Grants to provide funding to educators who would work to offset the disparities 
created or exacerbated by COVID-19.

We placed a particular focus on proposals that centered on racial justice 
practices or addressed anti-Black racism. We proudly supported 12 unique  
grants this past year that provided the innovation our students needed. We will 
continue this type of critical response support in the coming year. Visit our website 
to learn more about all of the 2020-2021 Critical Response Grants.

RESPONDING TO CRITICAL 
NEEDS

Shining A LighT on Two ProgrAmS

Armor Down Girls

Armor Down Girls builds confidence and 
self-esteem in young girls through literacy. 
This remote after-school program served 
girls across District 65 schools through 
rich discourse around confidence by using 
book characterizations. When girls are more 
confident and empowered, they self-advocate, 
handle obstacles with resiliency, and believe 
their goals are attainable. This power grows 
from within, eventually impacts and enriches 
a community, and can work to dismantle 
institutionalized racism.

Reading Matters: Kindergarten at 
Home Literacy Kits

Lincoln Elementary School educators knew 
they needed to get additional resources 
and manipulatives to their kindergartners 
most impacted by the pandemic, so they 
designed a program to provide high quality, 
culturally relevant materials to teach literacy 
skills at home for families who needed them 
most. The impact was immediate. Literacy 
performance improved for the lowest 30% 
of the population, assessment achievements 
increased, and students had an increased 
interest and engagement in reading. 
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Adaptive Art 

Knowing students with special needs faced considerable challenges during 
remote learning, District 65 visual art educators designed adaptive art 
unit plans and materials to reach a diverse group of children with special 
needs from Lincoln Elementary School’s STEP program, Park School, and 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Literacy and Fine Arts School’s RISE program. 
The adaptive art kits made a profound difference. They immediately helped 
students gain independence and confidence. Students attended class more 
often, were excited to create with their new supplies, and showed a greater 
connection to the content. 

Social Justice League 

Mudlark Theater’s partnership with Oakton Elementary School allowed 
the creation of a Social Justice League program for remote students this 
spring. Fourth graders learned about activists, social justice movements, 
and organizing principles in order to create stories and dramatic spaces. 
Through creative writing and theater activities, students explored social 
justice issues they were passionate about, considered how systems of 
oppression and wrongdoing affected them and their communities, and 
defined the impact they want to have to improve their world. Over the 
course of the program, children opened up and contributed more quickly, 
built on and celebrated each other's ideas, made and took the sharing 
space, and grew bolder in expressing themselves. 
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Hope Is TEACHERS LOOKING TO 
TRANSFORM 

Educators in the First cohort: 

• Jenevieve Arceneaux - Third grade, Walker Elementary School

• Khloe Battle - Third grade, Willard Elementary School 

• Charlise Berkel - Instructional Coach, Oakton Elementary School

• Dana Burris - Kindergarten, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Literacy and Fine Arts School

• Melissa Drennan - Third grade, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Literacy and Fine Arts School

• Rosa Felix - Kindergarten, Oakton Elementary School

• Lisa Harries - Instructional Coach, Kingsley Elementary School

• Claire Lawrence - Kindergarten, Lincoln Elementary School

• Jenica Mullins - First grade, Lincoln Elementary School

• Elida Patino - TWI Kindergarten, Dr. Bessie Rhodes School of Global Studies

• Jennifer Tertulien - Third grade, Lincolnwood Elementary School

• Mayra Velazquez - TWI Kindergarten, Oakton Elementary School “The program is rife with 
practical suggestions to help 

me coach teachers in how to respond 
formatively to student performance and mimics 

the inquiry process of professional learning 
communities. It is directly applicable to our work 

here in District 65!” 
Charlise Berkel, 

Oakton Elementary School 

While Foundation 65 focused on the present situation 
with the pandemic, it was still important to give 
teachers the opportunity to build their own capacity 
and grow as educators now and in the future. We 
created our Educator Literacy Initiative with District 
65 to do just that. This program allows 12 District 65 
educators to pursue their reading endorsement or 
masters in literacy. It was modeled after a successful 
Chicago Public School program to develop a new 
generation of leaders who are well versed in reading 

instruction. Foundation 65 is committing to fund 
50% of tuition for these educators for the two 
years it will take to complete their program. The 
first year's cohort is composed of six Black women, 
three Latina women, and three white women across 
eight different District 65 schools. We believe that 
empowering these women to lead is fundamental for 
our commitment to racial and social justice and has 
the potential to create a powerful impact within our 
schools and classrooms.
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Hope Is SUPPORTING WOMEN-
OWNED LOCAL BUSINESSES 

The COVID-19 pandemic forced Foundation 65 to 
cancel our annual My65 Benefit, but it also gave us an 
opportunity to reimagine how we as an organization 
can support local businesses, while also raising money 
for our teachers and our children.

In February, we held Date Night for D65, a two-night 
virtual fundraising celebration that featured chocolate 
tastings from Noir d’Ébène and wine samplings 
from The Wine Goddess. The events included candid 
conversations with Journey Shannon, owner of Noir 
d’Ébène, and Diana Hamann, owner of The Wine 
Goddess, and featured their personal stories about 
starting their business and what they love about the 
Evanston community.



PrinciPAL’S circLe
Our Principal’s Circle is comprised of donors who have made an investment in supporting public education by 
making a gift of $1,000 or more within the fiscal year 2020-2021. These donors have allowed us the nimbleness 
and flexibility to respond in times of need, and for that we are forever grateful. 

This list is inclusive of all donations and support from July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021. 

$50,000 +
Cless Family Foundation
Lewis-Sebring Family Foundation

$20,000 +
Walter Carlson & Debora de Hoyos
Steans Family Foundation

$10,000 +
Paul & Mary Finnegan
Finnegan Family Foundation
Ian & Sheau-ming Ross

$5,000 +
William & Eleanor Revelle
Rubens Family Foundation

$2,500 +
Anonymous
Matt & Elizabeth Bergmann
Byline Bank
Julie and David Cutter
Franczek Radelet P.C.
The Mabadi Group
Mita & Anubhav Goel
Cathy & Nitin Jain
Dan & Suzanne Kanter
Michelle & Brent Rogers
Saralyn Sacks & Michael Klearman
Erin & Chris Schmidt
Natalie Smith
Alison Shapiro & Scott Stoolmaker
Six Degrees Consulting
Woman’s Club of Evanston

$1,000 +
Frank & Kim Barbaro
Pete & Margaret Bavis
Daniel and Candance Chow
Scott & Hilary Conklin
Kalen & Ranjan Daniels
Jay & Kim Dietz
Chris Fiegen & Sarah Darnton
Elizabeth Beidler Tisdahl Foundation
Alison & Eli Finkel
Andrea Ford & Paul Friedman
Francis Beidler Foundation
Glantz Design
Steve Hagerty & Lisa Altenbernd
Bill & Eileen Halperin
Tilden Katz & Kathy Baker
Diane & James Lequar
LOL Reading Center, LLC
Paul & Marisa Maxwell
PFCU Credit Union
Rotary International
Schreiber Branning Weiss Real Estate
Linda Shusterman
Bill & Ingrid Stafford
The Kellcie Fund
The Next Level Planning Group
Elizabeth Tisdahl
Wintrust Financial Corporation
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$500 +
Anonymous (3)
Carrie & Rob Andalman
Stacy Beardsley & Karla Thomas
Aaron & Robin Brown
Larry & Chaneice Brown
Stacey & Alex Burke
City Volkswagen of Evanston
Julianne & Mark Dieterich
Sherri & Edward Donovan
Evan & Carl Finamore
Kat & Troy Foster
Jill & Franz Geiger
John & Bethany Goodman
Gabriel & Sarah Gordon
Leslie & Kent Grayson
Joan Habinek & David Studenmund
Brian Hanson & Karen Alter-Hanson
Moira Harding
The Chris Edwards & Tricia Hough  
   Charitable Gift Fund
Rick & Carol Humphrey
Jet Events/Sun & Wine Racing LLC
Sonia & Rajeev Kinra
Dan & Lynne Mapes-Riordan
Beth & Richard McDonald
Jerry Michel
Jeanne & Aaron Olson
Keith & Sharon Robinson
Tony & Jane Rothschild
Morty & Mimi Schapiro
Matt & Susan Struve
Julian Vickers
Erin & Joshua Weisberg
Weiss Dental Arts
Jamie & Adam Weyeneth

$250 +
Aim & Ailie Inc
Anonymous (4)
1620 Central, LLC
Chris & Joyce Anderson
Edward Anderson
Patty & Mark Barbato
Mollie Bass & Ben Swartzendruber
Beth Brady
The Brown Team
Jeanine & Carl Brownell
Lee A. Cabot
Sara Carlson
Tiffany & David Chan
Cheryl Rohlfs & Associates LTD.
Jill & Michael Corr
Crispina Chong
Dana Dardai
Hernan De la Torre & Alicia Salinas
Mort & Reva Denlow
Dental Art Specialists
Marie & Ryan Dickey
Endless Greens
Jenny & Mark Fennell

Louis & Tamar Fogel
David Foster & Melissa Wynne 
Rep. Robyn Gabel
Dr. David Gatchell
Roby & Anita Geevarghese
Natalie Gillespie
Katie & Nick Gillies
Graduate Evanston
David & Elizabeth Graham
Rabbi Lisa Greene
Anna Guillemin 
Joseph Hailpern & Inbal Fraiman
Emily Halliday
Heather Heiman & Steve Persell
Cindy & Jim Paul Hicks
Barbara Hiller
Doug & Linda Honnold
Kathy Tisdahl & Patrick Hughes
Illinois Bone & Joint Institute, LLC
Kay & Dan Israelite
Lise & Tomohisa Jinno
John & Margaret Sagan Foundation
Jennifer Jones
Larry & Kelli Kaul
Andy & Jill Kidd
Laura Kier
John Koski & Lorena Neal
Rebecca & Elisabeth Lindsay-Ryan
Chad & Leslie Luning
Marc Zarefsky, LLC
Megan McCarville
Meade & Billy Means
Mike & Vicky Mertz
Kristi Naidech
Bridget & Derek Nelson
New City Moving
Angela Blaising & Matt Pakula
Jeff Parker
Jane Pence
Faith & David Ramsour
Liz & Paul Ribeiro
Kathryn Ryan & Rocky Clancy
Michael Schnur & Janice Liten
Terri Shepard
Katherine Shonk
Elaine Smith
Julie & Kyle Smith
Jennifer Sobiesk
Robert & Deb Spiegel
Chuck & Renate Staley
Amy Stanley
Gail & Ted Struve
Esther Terrier
Amy & Frank Tu
Valli Produce 
Smriti Wagle
Alecia & David Wartowski
Rob & Val Weiss
Dr. Eric & Cynthia Witherspoon
Marissa & Garrett Woodward

Y.O.U.
Courtney Zielinski

$100 + 
Kerri-Simone Adedeji
Merilee Aguirre
Sarah Ahlm
Keri Ambrosio
Anonymous (10)
Jenny Arrington
Karen Asbra
Gregory Allen & Lauren DeSanto
Ursula Arsenault & Bob Adams
Meredith Barber
Alexandra Baugher
Ralph Beck & Elizabeth Goodbody
Loren Berlin & John Finan
Mike & Melani Bishop
Jenny & Dave Blickenstaff
Al & Lin-Wei Bonney
Katie & Paul Brourman
Anne Brown
Courtney Burke
Debbie & Bob Burns
Samantha Caldwell
Elizabeth Cardenas-Lopez
Patricia Carroll
Jean Celerin
Jennifer Clark
Jeanne Cleveland
Emily Coghlan & Seth Weinert
Lori Coutts
Mary & Dan Cox
Elizabeth Czerwonky-Fischbach
Bill & Kirsten Darnton
Elizabeth Davies
Marlo Del Percio
Andrew & Tracey Denlow
Anne & Larry Donoghue
James & Nicole Druckman
Dan DuBrow
Sally Dumas
Jonathan & Susanne Dunmore
Kristen Ekeland
Jerry & Ellen Esrick
Hayes Ferguson
Fern & Sandy Finkel
Elizabeth Finnamore
Missy Fleming & Jack Block
Katie & Chris Foreman 
Molly & Greg Fouts
Steven Franconeri
Michael & Ellen Frolichstein
Eliot & Tamar Frolichstein-Appel
Elena Garfield
Juan & Danielle Geracaris
Monica Gerlach
Mrs. Denitta A. Germann
Jessica & Jeremy Gilbert
Stephanie Giordano & David Shober

Bill Glader
Geoffrey & Judith Gluck
Jennifer Goldfarb
Laura & Neil Graham
Angela Grannan
Kate Greenberg & Justin Martin
Simon Greenwold & Jennifer Lewin
Mary Dolan & David Haracz
Tim Hedges
Leslie Helmcamp
Guylaine Herzig
Jessica & Peter Isaac
Mara Jauntirans
Ellen Johnson & Adrian Esquivel
Kate Kane
Lynn & Eric Kaplan
John & Jennifer Karter
Amanda Kelly
Soo La Kim
Brian & Aimee King
Colby & Chad Kingsbury 
Ben Kogan
Julie Larson
Kimberly & Jude Laude
Patrick & Sura Lennon
David & Julie Levine
Craig & April Likhite
Jennifer & Michael Likhite
Teresa Lickerman
Christy & Richard Lundy
Megan Lynch & Sachin Jhunjhunwala
Ashanti Madlock
Jim Mahoney
Michaela Marchi
Carrie Marr
Aaron & Stacey Masliansky
Dr. Robert McCrea
Judy McLachlin
Scott Mermel
Julie & Nate Merseth Cook
The Moore Family
Steve & Carol Mullins
Ellen Nagella
Martin & Minya Nance
Jonathan & Chris Nieuwsma
Jeanne & Jamie Noone
Richard O’Brien
Nicole & Jim O’Connell
Maggie & Jason O’Grady
Julie O’Hare
Marianne Littau & Jean O’Keefe
Gini Olson
Tom & Cathy Omundson
Daniel & Trina Orbach
Katy Paige
Rachelle Pierre-Lott
Erin & Patrick Rams
Kristofer & Dorina Rasmussen 
Amy & Prasad Ravi
Carolyn Read

donorS



$100 + 
Chris & Jennifer Reddick
Bob & Patty Reece
Douglas Reifler
Wendy Reutebuch
Bart & Catherine Rocca
Julia & Scott Robbin
Jennifer Rogers
Jessica & Doug Rosenbaum
Elory Rozner
Kim Sagami
Robin & Jason Saldanha
Kathleen & Jonathan Samuels
Judy & David Schiffman
Isabel & Andrew Schultz
Bill Scoggan
Tanya Smolenski 
Michael & Debbie Sear
Pankaj Sharma & Barbara Hoff
Kathy Shaw & Pat Mulhern
Diana & Craig Sheehan
George & Lynne Simon
Larry Singer & Maureen Richnak
Karen Smilowitz
Colleen Smith
Jeff & Beth Smith
Ann Stevens
Kimberly & Andrew Stover
Jennifer Tackett 
Angie Taggary
Anya Tanyavutti
Rabbi Rachel & Julia Tauber-Weiss
Kristin & Steve Taylor
James & Sue Thompson
Tera Thorpe
Anne Trompeter
Courtney Viamille
Katherine & Jeremy Walts
Donna Wang Su

Caroline Van Wassenhove
Liz Webler & Jesse Rowell
Tara & David Weintraub
Katie & Steve Weiss
Raymond & Mary Anne Wexler
Scott & Amy Weyman
Brad & Carol White
Matt & Laura Wright
Amber Yancey-Carroll
Sara Young
Stephen & Jennifer Zehr

Up to $99
Anonymous (7)
Mehreen Arshad
Kelly Basey
Marc Beem
Camille & Jim Blachowicz
Maggie Boyer
Joel Brown & Julie Strauss 
Greg & Vanessa Calloway
Melisa Cameron 
Ryan Chew & Lindsey Bellar
Judy Chiss
Leslie Conforti
Julie Cottonmurphy
Kristen Cowan
Kerry Daley
Kingsley Day
Dennis & Nancy Delman
Sheran Fiedler
Deena & Jordan Fischer
Jennifer Fogle
Sara & Brett Forrest
Tracy Froelich
Steven Frost
Stephanie Gabriele
Coley Gallagher & Brian Heckler

Paul Goren & Gwen Macsai
Kristin Gover
The Green Family
Daniel Greene & Lisa Meyerowitz
Susanne Hall
Sara Haghdoosti
Jo Hammerman
Thomas & Maureen Hanrahan
Rachel Haught
Hedy Helfand
Ashanti Henderson
Kristen Jackson
Dee Johnson
Marjorie Jolles
Marnie Kadish
Nora Kahn
Keith & Valerie Kretchmer
Robert & Marian Kurz
Elvira Kuzhakhmetova
Kristine L. Naidech
Adam Lazar
Christine Leone
Fred & Laurie Levy
Amanda & Jonathan Linder
Jennifer Lutgert
Tyler & Dan MacAvoy
Debra Markovitz
Erika Martinez
Jennifer Matthews
Megan McGuire Bachman
Anne Marie McMichael
Lisa Meyerowitz
Matt & Sharon Mitzen
Junette Moseley 
Mary Murphy
Amy & Joe Nedoss
Becca Nolan
Meagan Novara

Jane Ott
Joseph & Beth Paradi
Lisl Paul
Sandra Pearce
Juliana Perisin
Lea Pinsky
Tracy Pitlosh
Molly & David Pope
Anne Rainey
Matt & Amber Rhodes
Lindsey Rose
Jamie Rosman
Alan & Patty Rubin
Edie Rubinowitz
Joi-Anissa Russell
Kirsten Salchow
Abby Savidan
Paula & Tim Schmitt
Michell Schumaker
Todd & Susan Semla
Carrie Shonk
Julie Shotwell
Justine Silvey
The Diana Cohen & David Spitulnik  
   Family Fund
Elena Stojanovska
Regina Stonebraker
Nyika Strickland
Dennis & Lois Trautvetter
Lara Vaive
Klaus & Stephanie Weber 
Max Weinberg
Marcie Weiss
Sarah Westbrook
Dave & Katie Weston
Marva Wiggins
Tracy & Brent Woefle
Huiqiong Xie

donorS conTinued...

in memorY  
of donATionS

In Memory Of: Generously Donated By:
Carol and Bob Glader

Missy Hedges
Michelet Boursiquot
Johnathan P. Kimmel

Lloyd Shepard
Steve Whitman

Bill Glader
Tim Hedges

Steve Hagerty & Lisa Altenbernd
Carol & Stephen Kimmel

Terri Shepard
Edie Rubinowitz 

Emily & Marc Zarefsky

In Kind:
Emily & Marc Zarefsky



13

Julia Alvarado
Jillian Anderson
Sarah Antrim-Cambium
Jenna Arceneaux
Jenna Arceneaux
Huong Banh
Trisha Baker
Maria Barraza
Maria Barroso
Meg Barrragan
Kelly Best
Chris Brigson
Jennifer Carbone
Aubrey Chang
Kafi Chase
Jennifer Chisholm
Chute Eagles
Chute Middle School Staff
Chute 6th Grade Team
Pat Cleveland
Pat Cleveland
Jennifer Colbert
Tara Colville
Tara Colville
Michelle Cooney
Eric Daugherty
Esther DeLuca
Esther DeLuca
Chris Demos
District 65 teachers
Marla Dobrin
Ryan Eggert
Michael Elliott
Michael Elliott
Daniel Esturian
Nancy Farr
Nadia Felecan
Fernando Ferrer
Alison Finkel
Alison Finkel
Sally Ford
Elana Frydman
Lara Galicia
Mashawntla Gatlin
Mashawntla Gatlin
Tiffany Goldson
Patty Granados
Patty Granados
Melissa Green
Stephanie Guest
Amelia Haran
Daryl Matthew Harmon
Haven Middle School Staff
Haven Middle School 7th Grade Team
Ren Heckathorne
Randy Heite
Randy Heite
Djuna Henning
Sara Herford
Edie Hertel
Edie Hertel
Kris Himebaugh
Tiffany Hines

Tawnya Hoefakker
Erika Hollenback
Dr. Devon Horton
Zachary Howard
Amy Hudson-Meier
Amy Hudson-Meier
Sandra Israel
Elizabeth Jean-Pierre
Elizabeth Jean-Pierre
John & Jen Hyland
Nicole & John Brownlee
Louis Jones
Khristie Kaplan
Kelly Kelly
Benjamin Kite
Kari Kohler
Luke Larmee
Simone Larson
Chris Latting
Chris Latting
Michael Liepitz
Anna Lieteau
April Likhite
April Likhite
Michael Likhite
Michael Likhite
The Entire Lincolnwood Staff
Karen Luciana
Karen Luciana
Peggy Lukas
Adam Macedo
Krystin Madison
Paula Maldonado
Evangelina Martin
Aneela Masood
Michael McDermott
Jennifer McGuire
Jennifer McGuire
Jennifer McGuire
Jim McHolland
Jim McHolland
Katherine McMaster
Katherine McMaster
Alicia Mesi
Meghan Mitchell
Meghan Mitchell
Lauren Monticello
Kristina Moon
Mel Mueller
Traci Mull
Traci Mull
Cenietta Mullins
Elizabeth Nelson
Nichols Middle School Teachers & Staff
Marcy Nicholson
Connie Obrochta
Amy Odwarka
Jesse Orbea
Dr. Deborah Osher
Caitlin Otte
Tina Panagiotidis
Rahi Patel
Ariel Peppenelli

Diana & Craig Sheehan
Anonymous
Gini Ohlson
Carrie Shonk
Alecia & David Wartowski
Elena Stojanovska
Gini Ohlson
Huiqiong Xie
Elena Garfield
Hedy Helfand
Alexandra Baugher
Denitta A. Germann
Jennifer Matthews
Jeanine Brownell
Lara Vaive
Meredith Barber
Ben Kogan
Jennifer Fogle
Jill & Michael Corr
Jessica & Peter Isaac
Pankaj Sharma & Barbara Hoff
Julie & Nate Merseth Cook
Marie Dickey
Elaine Smith
Rabbi Rachel & Julia Tauber-Weiss
Meagan Novara
Natalie Gillespie
Nicole  O’Connell
Gini Ohlson
Marissa & Garrett Woodward
Mollie Bass & Ben Swartzendruber
Sarah Westbrook
Ursula Arsenault & Bob Adams
Julie & Nate Merseth Cook
Mara Jauntirans
Anna Guillemin & Patrick Fortman
Marie Dickey
Elaine Smith
Fern & Sandy Finkel
Rebecca & Elisabeth Lindsay-Ryan
Andrea Ford & Paul Friedman
Lara Vaive
Gabriel & Sarah Gordon
Scott & Hilary Conklin
David & Molly Pope
Ms. Emily Halliday
Elvira Kuzhakhmetova
Klaus & Stephanie Weber
The Ross Family
The Ross Family
Katy Paige
Esther Terrier
Rabbi Lisa Greene
Mollie Bass & Ben Swartzendruber
Anna Guillemin & Patrick Fortman
Meredith Barber
Caroline Van Wassenhove
Pankaj Sharma & Barbara Hoff
Christine Leone
Jill & Michael Corr
Robin & Jason Saldanha
Justine Silvey
Pankaj Sharma & Barbara Hoff

Laura Kier
Susanne Hall
Gini Ohlson
Scott & Hilary Conklin
Elaine Smith
Larry & Kelli Kaul
Andy & Jill Kidd
Tracy Froelich
Gabriel & Sarah Gordon
Natalie Smith
Kate Greenberg & Justin Martin
Gini Ohlson
Caroline Van Wassenhove
Lara Vaive
The Ross Family
Maggie & Jason O’Grady
Rabbi Rachel & Julia Tauber-Weiss
Gini Ohlson
Mollie Bass & Ben Swartzendruber
Gini Ohlson
Meredith Barber
Edward Anderson
Hedy Helfand
Robin & Jason Saldanha
Elizabeth Finamore
Laura & Neil Graham
Judy McLachlin
Melisa Cameron
Jessica & Doug Rosenbaum
Rabbi Rachel & Julia Tauber-Weiss
Klaus & Stephanie Weber
Anonymous
Diana & Craig Sheehan
Kirsten Salchow
Hayes Ferguson
Lara Vaive
Jeanine Brownell
Erin & Patrick Rams
Lara Vaive
Kingsley Day
Mary Murphy
Liz Adames
Kristen Cowan
Adam Lazar
Sara & Brett Forrest
Teresa Lickerman
Marie DIckey
Robin & Jason Saldanha
Douglas Reifler
Kristen Ekeland
Marnie Kadish
Erin & Patrick Rams
Jill & Michael Corr
Cathy & Nitin Jain
Bridget & Derek Nelson
Tracy Pitlosh
Gini Ohlson
Camille & Jim Blachowicz
Mollie Bass & Ben Swartzendruber
Diana & Craig Sheehan
Elaine Smith
Marie Dickey
Ms. Emily Halliday

in honor of donATionS
In Honor Of: Generously Donated By: In Honor Of: Generously Donated By:
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in honor of donATionS
In Honor Of: Generously Donated By: In Honor Of: Generously Donated By:

Gini Ohlson
Lara Vaive
Alexandra Baugher
Michelle Schumaker
Robin & Jason Saldanha
Gini Ohlson
Erin & Joshua Weisberg
Gini Ohlson
Jamie Rosman
Mollie Bass & Ben Swartzendruber
Megan Lynch & Sachin Jhunjhunwala
Lara Vaive
Hernan De la Torre & Alicia Salinas
Michaela Marchi
Jack Block & Missy Fleming
Jean O’Keefe & Marianne Littau
Edie Rubinowitz
Regina Stonebraker
Larry & Kelli Kaul
Michelle Schumaker
Alexandra Baugher
Ms. Emily Halliday
Robin & Jason Saldanha
Marie Dickey
Courtney Burke
Gabriel & Sarah Gordon
Gini Ohlson
Richard O’Brien
Susanne Hall

Daryl Periman
Hannah Peterson
Linnea Peterson
Linnea Peterson
Sandy Snyder Pietz
Betsy Quinn
Erin Raab
Maia Randhava
Maia Randhava
Ayesha Riaz
Ayesha Riaz
Dahlia Richards
Margaret Rothe
Laura Rouse
Oliver Ruff
Alicia Salinas
Jasmine Sebaggala
Jasmine Sebaggala
Haajar Shaaban
Ami Shah
Mindy Shomberg
Warner Sills
Robyn Simmons
Alex Skipworth
Saronita Skipworth
Christine Skoglund
Courtney Southward
Mariana Stamates
Frank Stelter-Hogh

Kelly Strzelecki
Stefanie Tenenbaum
Stefanie Tenenbaum
Jennifer Tertulien
Jennifer Tertulien
Amanda Theile
Kristin Van Spankeren
Danielle Vrba
Kyle Walk-Faust
Walker Elementary Teachers
Alecia Wartowski
David Wartowski
Washington Teachers & Staff
Max Weinberg
Pam Weir
Julia Woodard
Julia Woodard
Tracy Woelfle
Angela Wong
Angela Wong
Imily Wool
Steve Yasukawa
Steve Yasukawa
Steve Yasukawa
Ruth Young
Lara Zeigler
Alyssa Zuravel

The Ross Family
Marjorie Jolles
The Moore Family
Jessica & Doug Rosenbaum
Alecia & David Wartowski
Lisa Meyerowitz
Lindsey Rose
Alecia & David Wartowski
Marie Dickey
Marissa & Garrett Woodward
Rick & Carol Humphrey
Rick & Carol Humphrey
Cathy & Nitin Jain
Mollie Bass & Ben Swartzendruber
Ms. Emily Halliday
Stephanie Gabriele
The Ross Family
Kelly Basey
Marie Dickey
Justine Silvey
Erin & Patrick Rams
Rachel Haught
Lisl Paul
Max Weinberg & Craig Seip
Nora Kahn
Kristi Naidech
Abby Savidan

“Foundation 65 
immediately supported 

our push for social change. Had we 
tried a more traditional route, we might 

not have seen the changes we are seeing 
for three to four years. Students want to act 

now as they see history unfold.”
 

Adrienne Logan, 3rd Grade 
Teacher, Lincolnwood 

Elementary School
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Larry Brown
Nicole Brownlee
Hilary Conklin *
Julie Cutter #
Kalen Daniels
Alison Finkel
Andrea Ford #
Anita Geevarghese *
Katie Gillies
Beth McDonald # 

*New Board Members
#Retiring Board Members

 
Kim Laude #
Sheau-ming Ross #
Saralyn Sacks #
Alicia Salinas
Dr. Mita Sanghavi Goel #
Diana Sheehan
Courtney Viamille
Emily Zarefsky *
Steve Zehr

Executive Director:
Alecia Wartowski 

Office Manager:
Nancy Marshall

Advisory Board
Patty Barbato
Dr. Pete Bavis
Lee A. Cabot
Walter Carlson
Dave Davis
Dr. David Figlio
Steve Hagerty
Barbara Hiller
Diane Lequar
Charles A. Lewis
Dr. Keith A. Robinson
Elizabeth Tisdahl
Corrie Wallace

BoArd memBerS

new BoArd memBerS
Anita Geevarghese

Anita Geevarghese has more than 15 years of experience in assessment development 
and math education and is currently a Curriculum-Assessment Developer at Eureka 
Math. She has led several fundraising and strategic initiatives as President of the Board 
of Directors at Covenant Nursery Preschool. She and her husband live in Evanston with 
their three children who attend Walker Elementary School and Chute Middle School.

Emily Zarefsky

Emily Zarefsky grew up in Evanston and is a District 65 and ETHS alumnus. She 
was a key member of the planning committees of the 2020 and 2021 fundraisers. 
Emily is the R&D Portfolio Manager at Stepan Co. and has a background in organic 
chemistry, project management, and change management. She and her husband, 
Marc (another District 65 / ETHS alum), have a daughter and a son at Willard.

Hilary Conklin

Hilary Conklin is a former middle and high school social studies teacher, and is now 
in her twelfth year as a Professor of Education at DePaul University. Her research and 
teaching focus is on teacher education, social studies education, and civic education 
through an equity-focused lens. She and her husband live in Evanston with their 
daughter who attends Haven Middle School.

Foundation 65 Board Members
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finAnciAL SummArY
AS of June 30, 2021

REVENUE

Investment Income

Total

$943

$511,796

EXPENSES

Programs and Grants

General and Administrative

Development and Fundraising

Total Expenses

$261,829

$55,114

$70,143

$387,086

FUND BALANCES

Assets without Donor Restrictions

Assets with Donor Restrictions

$504,952

$187,956

Restricted

Donations and Grants

Event Income

$26,600

$374,280

$101,299

Unrestricted

Donations and Grants

Miscellaneous Income $8,674

Change in Net Assets $264,710

TOTAL NET ASSETS $692,908
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Hope Is LOOKING FORWARD

As we emerge from one of the most challenging and impactful school years in 
a generation, we know the work ahead will be difficult. With that challenge comes 
opportunity for growth and transformation. From expanding our Educator Literacy 
Initiative to supporting the District-led CREATE Teacher Residency program, we are 
investing in our educators via long-term and strategic capacity building that impacts 
our community and our children. 

We are also investing in programs and initiatives that drive educational equity by 
centering and elevating People of Color. For this upcoming year, over 75% of our 
funding has been allocated to projects and initiatives created by People of Color or 
multiracial teams. The Maker Learning Lab at Kingsley aspires to engage students in 
design thinking and improve critical thinking skills, while the Black Girl Magic Book 
Club allows children to use windows and mirrors to learn about Black girls. Both 
grants were developed by Black educators and focus our grantmaking on who and 
how a grant is being developed, as well as which children are being served and how.

As we take on new challenges, we also hope to cultivate curiosity with a justice framework 
through our first ever Curiosity Professional Development series for educators. While 
the last year may have been challenging, we know that sparking curiosity can serve as 
a catalyst for engagement, authentic leadership, and transformation.

We hope that you will join us to further support public education in the coming year. 
Evanston is an incredible place, but it is not immune to forces that wish to stall 
progress. We believe that coming together to actively support public education is a 
way to change the narrative, to work for justice, and to ultimately create a community 
where all of our children can live and thrive. 

Please visit www.foundation65.org, sign up for our newsletter, and follow us on social 
media to stay engaged. Thank you for your service, your commitment, and your love 
for our community.
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PO Box 750
Evanston, IL 60204

www.foundation65.org


